
Malaysian Students Association at The Ohio State 
University (MASA OSU) 

Bylaws (2025-2026) 

ARTICLE I.    ​MEMBERSHIP DUES 

1.​ Membership dues, if applicable, shall not exceed $10 per semester. 
2.​ The amount is determined annually by the Executive Committee (EXCO). 
3.​ Dues are non-refundable and must be paid before voting rights or candidacy for 

office are granted. 
4.​ Members who fail to pay dues may lose membership privileges until dues are settled. 

ARTICLE II.     ELECTIONS 

Section A. Election Committee 

1.​ The Election Committee shall be appointed at least one month before elections. 
2.​ It must consist of at least three members in good standing who are not running for 

any position. 
3.​ Responsibilities include: 

○​ Setting the election date and timeline. 
○​ Collecting nominations. 
○​ Preparing ballots and supervising voting. 
○​ Counting votes and announcing results. 
○​ Handling disputes or appeals. 

Section B. Nomination Process 

1.​ Nominations open two weeks before Election Day and close five (5) days before the 
election. 

2.​ Self-nominations are allowed but must be seconded by another member. 
3.​ A member may be nominated for multiple positions, but if elected to one, their other 

candidacy is void. 
4.​ Nominations may also occur on Election Day with a nominator and seconder present. 

Section C. Candidate Eligibility 

1.​ Candidates must: 
○​ Be General Members in good standing. 
○​ Be enrolled at OSU for at least one semester beyond the election. 
○​ Maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0. 
○​ Demonstrate understanding of the responsibilities of the role. 

2.​ Candidates on academic or disciplinary probation are ineligible.​
 

Section D. Campaigning 



1.​ Campaigning begins after official nominations are confirmed. 
2.​ Campaigning methods include: 

○​ Posters, flyers, and social media promotions. 
○​ Tabling at MASA or OSU-approved events. 
○​ Speaking at General Meetings or forums.​

 
3.​ Campaign rules: 

○​ No slander, personal attacks, or misinformation. 
○​ Campaigning must respect University property and OSU posting policies. 
○​ All campaign material must reflect positively on MASA and Malaysia. 

Section E. Voting Procedures 

1.​ Elections shall be conducted via secret ballot (physical or electronic). 
2.​ Only dues-paying members in good standing may vote. 
3.​ Each member receives one vote per position. 
4.​ Ballot counting is conducted by the Election Committee in the presence of at least 

one neutral observer (Advisor or appointed auditor). 
5.​ A simple majority (50% + 1) is required to win. 

Section F. Special Rules for Voting 

1.​ In case of a tie, a runoff election is held immediately between the tied candidates. 
2.​ If a tie persists after the runoff, the current President casts the deciding vote. 
3.​ Mail-in or absentee ballots are allowed only if submitted electronically before the 

election deadline. Duplicate or late ballots will be voided. 

Section G. Officer Transition 

1.​ Elections shall take place no later than April 15 each year. 
2.​ The outgoing EXCO must hold a Transition Meeting within 30 days of elections. 
3.​ All records (financial, membership, documents, passwords) must be handed over to 

the incoming EXCO. 

ARTICLE III.      OFFICER VACANCIES AND REMOVAL 

1.​ If an officer resigns, written notice must be submitted at least 30 days in advance. 
2.​ Vacant positions may be filled temporarily by EXCO appointment until a special 

election occurs. 
3.​ An officer may be removed for: 

●​ Failure to perform duties. 
●​ Violation of MASA Constitution or Bylaws. 
●​ Behavior damaging to MASA or OSU. 

4.​ Removal requires a 2/3 vote of the EXCO and consultation with the Advisor. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV.      MEETINGS 



Section A. General Meetings 

1.​ MASA shall hold at least one General Meeting per semester. 
2.​ Business includes updates from officers, financial reports, and member feedback. 

Section B. Executive Committee Meetings 

1.​ EXCO shall meet at least twice per month during the academic year. 
2.​ A quorum consists of 2/3 of officers. 
3.​ Decisions are made by majority vote unless otherwise stated. 

Section C. Semi-Annual General Meeting (SAGM) 

1.​ Held once a year in Spring Semester. 
2.​ Purposes include: 

○​ Election of officers. 
○​ Approval of the annual report and financial statements. 
○​ Consideration of constitutional amendments. 

ARTICLE V.      COMMITTEES 

Section A. Standing Committees 

1.​ Welcome Reception Committee – Plans orientation and welcome events for new 
and returning students. 

2.​ Banquet Committee – Hosts the end-of-year banquet and recognition ceremony. 
3.​ Sports & Recreation Committee – Plans sporting activities and promotes student 

wellness. 
4.​ Other Core Events Committees – Established annually by the EXCO for key 

programs (e.g., Merdeka, Junior Reception, Cultural Showcases). 

Section B. Ad Hoc Committees 

1.​ The EXCO may form temporary committees for special projects or collaborations. 
2.​ Each committee must be chaired by an EXCO member and include at least two 

general members. 
3.​ Committees dissolve once their assigned tasks are completed. 

ARTICLE VI.      FINANCES 

1.​ The Treasurer must maintain accurate records of all income and expenses. 
2.​ All expenditures above $100 must be approved by the EXCO. 
3.​ MASA shall not operate at a deficit. 
4.​ Financial statements shall be presented at the SAGM and reviewed annually by the 

Advisor. 
5.​ Fundraising activities must comply with OSU regulations. 

 

ARTICLE VII.      MEMBER CONDUCT 



1.​ Members must uphold MASA’s mission and values, respect fellow members, and 
comply with OSU’s Code of Student Conduct. 

2.​ Misconduct may result in: 
●​ Verbal or written warning. 
●​ Probation (restriction from events or leadership eligibility). 
●​ Removal from membership (per Article IV of Constitution). 

3.​ Members are expected to maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 and represent MASA 
positively. 

ARTICLE VIII.      STANDING ORDERS (MEETING RULES) 

1.​ Quorum – 2/3 of constituent members must be present at General Meetings. 
2.​ Motions – Any member may propose a motion; motions must be seconded before 

debate. 
3.​ Debate – Each member may speak once; proposers may reply at the end. 
4.​ Voting – Decisions are by majority vote, except constitutional matters, which require 

a 2/3 vote. 
5.​ Points of Order/Privilege – Members may raise these during debate to address 

process or rights 

ARTICLE IX.      AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS 

1.​ Any member in good standing may propose amendments to these Bylaws. 
2.​ Proposals must be submitted in writing to the EXCO. 
3.​ Amendments require approval by a 2/3 vote of the EXCO. 
4.​ Unlike the Constitution, amendments to the Bylaws do not require OSU approval and 

take effect immediately once adopted. 

 

​
 


