Steel Bridge Team
Student Organization Constitution
ARTICLE I.	NAME OF ORGANIZATION
Steel Bridge Team 

ARTICLE II.	ORGANIZATION PURPOSE
Steel Bridge Team at Ohio State designs and fabricates a steel bridge to compete in the Student Steel Bridge Competition hosted by ASCE and AISC annually. The mission of steel bridge is to design, fabricate, and construct a steel bridge according to the guideline established annually by SSBS, Student Steel Bridge Competition; using engineering methods learned during course work and/or shared within the team. Members will use industry standard softwares to model and simulate the bridge and join ASCE as student members for professional and educational development.

ARTICLE III.	UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
Section A.	Harassment and Discrimination, including Sexual Misconduct
 Steel Bridge Team  agrees that it will not engage in sexual misconduct nor any harassment or discrimination on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with the Student Organization Registration Guidelines.
Section B.	Hazing
 Steel Bridge Team  agrees to maintain a zero-tolerance policy for hazing, in compliance with Ohio State University and Collin's Law. All members must conduct themselves in a manner that supports an environment free from hazing. Hazing includes any activity, regardless of consent, that causes or creates a substantial risk of physical, mental, or emotional harm or humiliation to any individual as part of membership or affiliation with the student organization. If found responsible for hazing, members and/or the organization may face disciplinary actions.
Section C.	Bylaws
 Steel Bridge Team  retains the right to maintain separate bylaws to outline the day-to-day operations of the organization and to clarify policies and procedures otherwise not included in the previous articles. Bylaws and/or other guiding documents may not take precedence over the requirements set forth by local, state, and federal laws, The Ohio State University’s regulations, policies, and procedures, and the Council on Student Affairs (CSA) Student Organization Registration Guidelines. Organizations may make amendments and changes to the bylaws without consulting the Ohio Union & Student Activities department, and changes to bylaws do not require approval. All elements of organizational bylaws shall be consistent with the organization’s currently approved constitution on file and CSA constitution requirements.

ARTICLE IV.	MEMBERSHIP
Section A.	Membership Eligibility
Members must be enrolled as undergraduate students at the Ohio State University, preferably an engineering major—such as Civil, Mechanical, or Welding Engineering. Any student enrolled in an undergraduate program are eligible to join. Graduate students may serve as advisors, but not as active members. We also ask that members join ASCE as student members in order to be eligible for the competition trip and get the most out of their Steel Bridge Experience. 
Section B.	Member Selection
Membership is obtained by consecutive and consistent attendence of weekly meetings and participating in the design, simulation, fabrication, or construction of the bridge. At any time, guest members may join the club's meetings, GroupMe and Microsoft Teams. In the fall semester, membership can be gained through attending 3 or more meetings; in the spring, membership can be gained through active participation in welding training, demos, and fabrication sessions. 
Section C.	Membership Timeline
Eligible students are permitted to join the team at any point during the spring or fall semesters and may remain a member, given active participation, until their graduation date. 
Section D.	Member Removal
In the event that a member or guest member violates University Regulations or the Steel Bridge Constitution, evidence must be provided to officers and the primary advisor as a reason for removal. Club officers will then  vote before the next general body meeting; a 2/3 majority is required to remove a member. The member will then be asked to leave the organization with no opportunity for re-joining in the same school year. Officers will remove the ex-member from the GroupMe and Microsoft Teams. Illegal activity and/or violation of university regulations is not tolerated. Depending on severity, the evidence presented may be submitted to the Office of University Compliance and Integrity.   

ARTICLE V.	ADVISOR
Section A.	Advisor Duties and Responsibilities
Faculty advisors of Steel Bridge Team must serve as faculty advisors for our team at the Student Steel Bridge Competiton as a part of the club's application to the competition. In addition, a graduate student is permitted to be appointed as an additional advisor to the staff member. These advisors are expected to be as active and helpful with the organizations as their schedules allow. Ideally, an advisor would be proficient in some of the various softwares that the club uses, including SAP2000 or other FEM software, Revit, OnShape, or Maya. Some general activities of an advisor that are not required but are appreciated include attending competitions at the end of the year and facilitating some software trainings. Auxillary and graduate student advisors do not hold any direct decision or design responsibilities.  
Section B.	Advisor Term
Faculty advisors are appointed for the full academic year. Student advisors may be appointed for individual semesters or for the full academic year. 
Section C.	Advisor Selection
Faculty advisors are selected at the beginning of the academic year by active members from the previous year and additional student advisors may express interest to advise the club at any point during the year and will be selected at the discretion of the faculty advisor. In the process of selecting a new primary advisor, the members will hold a vote for an interested faculty member, there must be a 2/3 majority for the primary advisor to be chosen. Because of the nature of the competition, advisors must be within the college of engineering with a focus on structures. The primary advisor must be a member of administrative or professional staff, preferably associated with the College of Engineering. Auxillary advisors can be brought on at any time based on need. Auxillary/graduate advisors do not need a vote to be added on. 
Section D.	Advisor Replacement
A faculty advisor may be considered for replacement due to resignition, prolonged inactivity, conflict of interest, failure to fulfill responsibilities, or by mutal agreement between the advisor and the student elected board. Upon approval, the student leaders shall nominate a new faculty member who meets the eligibility criteria for advisor. The nominee must be confirmed by a majority vote of active members. Once chosen, the predecessor and student leaders should assist in the transition process of the choosen faculty member in becoming primary faculty advisor. 

ARTICLE VI.	ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP
Section A.	Officer Positions
The organization elects a President, Vice President and a Treasurer. President is responsible for giving general body presentations, sending messages in the GroupMe, overseeing the design teams, correspondance with advisors, applying for the Intent & Eligibility Form at the beginning of every school year, correspondence with team captains, and correspondence with sponsors. Vice President is responsible for organizing members, correspondence with general members, facilitating training in Makerspaces and other build spaces, and keeping up with club paperwork. Treasurer is responsible with ordering steel, managing club finances, and the allocation of funds for the end of year trip. Connections captains facilitate and direct the design of bridge connections on Solidworks or other CAD software. Truss captains facilitate and direct the design and optimization of bridge trusses and spanners in SAP2000 or other FEM software. Aesthetics captains facilitate and direct the creation of social media posts, posters, and other promotional material. Any additional officer positions are on an as-needed basis. 
Section B.	Officer Eligibility
Officers can be any eligible student member in good standing with the club. However upper-classmen are prefered.
Section C.	Officer Selection Process
In the weeks following the Student Steel Bridge Competition but before the end of the school year, an officer election will take place during a general body meeting. Members interested in officer positions will be entered into a simple form or survey to be voted on by position during a general body meeting. Only returning members will be eligible for election and only returning members will be eligible to vote. All eligible voters have one vote and may cast votes via simple online survey. A simple majority is required to determine a new officer. In the event of a tie greater than two-way, the candidate with the fewest votes is eliminated and the vote is retaken until two candidates remain. Officer positions will be passed on at the conclusion of spring semester and a new vote must be taken for each officer position; a member cannot hold position for more than one acedemic year without running for re-election. New officer positions may be introduced at any point by an officer; the opening will be announced in the general GroupMe channel and interested club members may run in a popular vote election where attending members may vote for the position.  

Section D.	Officer Removal
 If officers fail to meet their required duties they may be removed from office by popular vote of general members, or the officer meets any of the general membership removal criteria. A replacement officer may be voted in, based on need, according to the previously descibed selection process. 

ARTICLE VII. ORGANIZATION DISSOLUTION
Section A.	Dissolution Requirements
 In the event that club membership drops below five active members plus officers, club leadershp will re-evaluate if it is feasible to continue to compete in the competition. If there is not enough interest to compete or complete essential club activities, the club will be dissolved. 
Section B.	Dissolution Procedures, including Assets and Debts
If any debts exist at the time of dissolution, the remaining assets will be used to cover those existing debts. If there are not enough assets to cover the debts, our parent organization American Society of Civil Engineering (ASCE) will cover those debts. If there are remaining assets after all debt is covered, then those funds will be distributed to ASCE and the other competition teams within the major (Concrete Canoe, Environmental Design, Construction Estimating). 

ARTICLE VIII. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Section A. Amendment Process
 Proposed amendments should be in writing, should not be acted upon but read in the general meeting in which they are proposed, should be read again at a specified number of subsequent general meetings and the general meeting in which the votes will be taken. Approval should require at least two-thirds of voting members present (and to conduct any business an organization should have quorum present at a business meeting, which is at minimum 50% + 1 of total organization members). The constitution should not be amended easily or frequently. 
