Student Dietetic Association Constitution
ARTICLE I. NAME OF ORGANIZATION
The name of this organization shall be the Student Dietetic Association (SDA) at The Ohio State University.
ARTICLE II. ORGANIZATION PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the dietetic profession through meetings, programs, and activities related to dietetics and nutrition. It will also serve as an ombudsman for the needs of the group and stimulate fellowship and group feeling.
ARTICLE III. UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
Section A. Harassment and Discrimination, including Sexual Misconduct
SDA agrees that it will not engage in sexual misconduct nor any harassment or discrimination on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with the Student Organization Registration Guidelines.
Section B. Hazing
SDA agrees to maintain a zero-tolerance policy for hazing, in compliance with Ohio State University and Collin's Law. All members must conduct themselves in a manner that supports an environment free from hazing. Hazing includes any activity, regardless of consent, that causes or creates a substantial risk of physical, mental, or emotional harm or humiliation to any individual as part of membership or affiliation with the student organization. If found responsible for hazing, members and/or the organization may face disciplinary actions.
Section C. Bylaws
SDA retains the right to maintain separate bylaws to outline the day-to-day operations of the organization and to clarify policies and procedures otherwise not included in the previous articles. Bylaws and/or other guiding documents may not take precedence over the requirements set forth by local, state, and federal laws, The Ohio State University’s regulations, policies, and procedures, and the Council on Student Affairs (CSA) Student Organization Registration Guidelines. Organizations may make amendments and changes to the bylaws without consulting the Ohio Union & Student Activities department, and changes to bylaws do not require approval. All elements of organizational bylaws shall be consistent with the organization’s currently approved constitution on file and CSA constitution requirements.
ARTICLE IV. MEMBERSHIP
Section A. Membership Eligibility
All students admitted to the Medical Dietetics Division of the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences will be offered membership, as well as any Ohio State students who wish to join who have an interest in nutrition and dietetics. All members are free to leave and disassociate without fear of retribution, retaliation, or harassment. 
Section B. Member Selection
Members may express interest in the organization by contacting officers and attending monthly meetings. Individuals who express an interest and dietetics and nutrition will be considered for membership selection.  No student shall be excluded from full membership on the basis of sex, unless the student organization is exempt under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.
Section C. Membership Timeline
Membership is open on a rolling basis. New members may join at any time upon approval by leadership.
Section D. Member Removal
Any student who does not maintain good academic standing within Medical Dietetics is subject to be removed. The student will be notified by the Medical Dietetics program about their academic standing and will then meet with SDA Advisors to discuss deactivation as a member of the organization. If a member conducts themselves in a manner detrimental to the organization or violates the OSU Student Code of Conduct, they may be removed through majority vote of the membership or unanimous officer vote, with advisor consultation.
Section E. Meetings
Regular meetings of the organization shall be held on the last Tuesday of each month. Special meetings may be called by the officers as deemed necessary, with reasonable notice provided to all members. Attendance at meetings is not mandatory; however, members are strongly encouraged to participate and engage when possible.
ARTICLE V. ADVISOR
Section A. Advisor Duties and Responsibilities
The Advisor provides guidance, oversight, and support for SDA operations, membership, and officer activities.
Section B. Advisor Term
Advisors serve terms determined by the Medical Dietetics Division, subject to university requirements. A minimum two-year term is required with the opportunity to be reappointed. 
Section C. Advisor Selection
Advisors must be faculty or staff in the MDN Program which resides in Medical Dietetics. The President of SDA selects the Advisor. 
Section D. Advisor Replacement
If an advisor does not complete the basic requirements and responsibilities of their role, or there is gross misconduct, a replacement will be appointed by the Medical Dietetics Division with majority of the SDA officer board approval.  The new advisor will remain in the role for the remainer of the term and with the option of being reappointed for an additional year. 
ARTICLE VI. ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP
Section A. Officer Positions
The officers of SDA shall include President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Social Media Representative(s), and Community Service Lead
Section B. Officer Responsibilities
President: Preside over meetings, perform executive duties, direct group activities, serve as ombudsman, represent SDA, initiate innovative ideas and programs that would benefit SDA.

Vice-President: Perform Presidents’ duties in their absence, assume delegated duties, ensure registration of this organization with University’s Student Organization office in fall semester.

Treasurer: Oversee funds and financial records, provide accurate and relevant financial reports to the University’s Student Organization Office.

Secretary: Maintain records of organization, post information regarding meeting times, and activities, and keep records of activities for future reference.

Social Media Representative(s): Organize and promote social activities, manage SDA social media and websites. 

Community Service Lead: plan and lead SDA in community events and create welcoming atmosphere
Section C. Officer Eligibility
Officers must be Medical Dietetics students in good academic standing. Specific roles may require class standing (e.g., President must be 2nd year; other roles may be filled by 1st years).
Section D. Officer Selection Process
Elections are held annually in February or March, with nominations accepted from the floor. The Advisor emails all current members to request nominations for inclusion on the ballot. Students who meet all officer qualifications should notify the Advisor of their interest in an officer position. All eligible interested candidates will be placed on the ballot. The SDA Advisor then distributes an electronic ballot via Qualtrics to all current SDA members. The ballot is anonymous, limited to one vote per email address, and may not be shared. Board positions are determined by the candidates receiving the most votes. The Advisor oversees the election process and announces the winners by mid-March.
Section E. Officer Removal
Any officer not maintaining good academic standing, failing to fulfill their duties, or violating the student code of conduct may be removed from office. The SDA Advisor will be consulted and hold a meeting with the executive officers to discuss the reason for removal and ensure there is adequate cause for removal of the officer. The officer will also be informed in writing of their charges and provide them with an opportunity to defend themselves. After this process, there will be a formal vote in which a simple majority of general members will decide if an officer is removed or not from their position. The advisor will inform the officer of the outcome in writing. 


ARTICLE VII. ORGANIZATION DISSOLUTION
Section A. Dissolution Requirements
Dissolution may be initiated by a majority vote of active members or by the organization’s executive board, in accordance with the organization’s constitution. Reasons for dissolution are if there are less than five (5) members or if the president and treasurer positions both cannot be filled.  The vote must be documented in meeting minutes.  Within five (5) business days of the dissolution vote, the organization’s president (or designee) must notify the organization’s advisor.  There must be a financial review by the treasurer in coordination with the advisor. This includes all bank or university accounts, assets, and outstanding debts. A written financial summary must be prepared. 


Section B. Dissolution Procedures, including Assets and Debts
All outstanding debts and obligations must be paid using available organizational assets. If debts exceed assets, the organization must submit a written plan detailing how remaining debts will be resolved. Debts may not be transferred to The Ohio State University or any of its entities. After all debts are satisfied, any remaining assets must be distributed or transferred in accordance with university policy to Medical Dietetics to be used for student education purposes.  If debts exceed assets, there will be annual fundraising until the debts are repaid. 
All organizational records, documents, and university-owned property must be returned or properly archived as directed by the advisor or university office. Dissolution is considered complete only after all financial obligations have been resolved, and the dissolution has been reviewed and approved by the appropriate university authority. 
The President for SDA is responsible for the above actions.  In the case that the President is no longer in the student organization, e.g. they have graduated, the SDA advisor is responsible for all dissolution procedures. 

ARTICLE VIII. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
This constitution may be amended upon recognition of need by the officers and advisor, subject to approval in accordance with CSA/Council on Student Affairs guidelines.  Any member or officer can propose amendments or changes to the constitution with a simple majority vote to approve of the changes.  The SDA advisor must be updated on the proposed amendment change before the vote. 
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