Biophysics Student Organization
Student Organization Constitution
ARTICLE I.	NAME OF ORGANIZATION
The Name Of This Organization Is The Biophysics Student Organization, Hereinafter Referred To As "BSO."

ARTICLE II.	ORGANIZATION PURPOSE
BSO promotes and provides academic, administrative, and social programs for students enrolled in The Ohio State University’s (OSU) non-departmental Interdisciplinary Biophysics Graduate Program (Biophysics). This organization aims to strengthen the collective identity of biophysicists at OSU and connect students from outside of the program with current students and faculty. BSO strives to foster an inclusive environment for personal and professional development both within the means of the university and beyond.

ARTICLE III.	UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
Section A.	Harassment and Discrimination, including Sexual Misconduct
The Biophysics Student Organization agrees that it will not engage in sexual misconduct nor any harassment or discrimination on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with the Student Organization Registration Guidelines.
Section B.	Hazing
 The Biophysics Student Organization  agrees to maintain a zero-tolerance policy for hazing, in compliance with Ohio State University and Collin's Law. All members must conduct themselves in a manner that supports an environment free from hazing. Hazing includes any activity, regardless of consent, that causes or creates a substantial risk of physical, mental, or emotional harm or humiliation to any individual as part of membership or affiliation with the student organization. If found responsible for hazing, members and/or the organization may face disciplinary actions.
Section C.	Bylaws
 The Biophysics Student Organization retains the right to maintain separate bylaws to outline the day-to-day operations of the organization and to clarify policies and procedures otherwise not included in the previous articles. Bylaws and/or other guiding documents may not take precedence over the requirements set forth by local, state, and federal laws, The Ohio State University’s regulations, policies, and procedures, and the Council on Student Affairs (CSA) Student Organization Registration Guidelines. Organizations may make amendments and changes to the bylaws without consulting the Ohio Union & Student Activities department, and changes to bylaws do not require approval. All elements of organizational bylaws shall be consistent with the organization’s currently approved constitution on file and CSA constitution requirements.

ARTICLE IV.	MEMBERSHIP
Section A.	Membership Eligibility
Any graduate student enrolled or any Biophysics student previously enrolled at OSU is eligible to join the BSO. 
Section B.	Member Selection
Only enrolled graduate students and previously enrolled Interdisciplinary Biophysics program graduate students may become members of BSO by joining the BSO group chat. Only enrolled graduate students in the Interdisciplinary Biophysics program may: 
Hold office on the executive board
Serve on and chair committees
Vote on BSO matters
Take part in any other activities of the organization
Honorary members are past students of Biophysics at OSU. Associate members are any enrolled graduate students with no current or previous enrollment in Biophysics. Associate membership requires BSO executive board approval by simple majority and expires one calendar after notification of approval. Honorary and associate members may serve on committees and take part in activities of the club but may not hold office or vote on BSO matters. 
Section C.	Membership Timeline
Membership is open on a rolling basis to all membership . 
Section D.	Member Removal
​​Inappropriate conduct, as defined by university rules and regulations governing public conduct on campus shall be grounds for termination of membership.​​​ 
​​Termination of membership for above reasons does not require a vote by the membership and may be carried out by notice in writing to said member by the president.​​​ 
​​A voting membership meeting may be called for terminating a person's membership by submission in writing to the president and membership committee a signed petition stating the grievance with the member. The petition must have at least 25 voting members' signatures and must be presented at least 30 days in advance of the proposed meeting.​​​ 
​​If the above petition is correctly presented, 9/10 of a quorum of the voting membership shall be sufficient to terminate said member's membership.

ARTICLE V.	ADVISOR
Section A.	Advisor Duties and Responsibilities
 The BSO primary advisor must be able to satisfy the following requirements:
Complete advisor training every two years
Complete the anti-hazing training module available on BuckeyeLearn or through stophazing.osu.edu
Submit online approval of the organization's registration every year
Submit online approval of the organization's goals every year
Submit online approval of any Council on Student Affairs (CSA) Operating or Programming funds requests initiated by the organization’s treasurer
Follow applicable laws, regulations, university rules, policies and guidelines
Complete relevant reporting obligations
Section B.	Advisor Term
It is expected that the BSO advisor remain in their role until either they are unable to satisfy the requirements in Article V, Section A of this document.
Section C.	Advisor Selection
Advisor eligibility:
The Primary Advisor must be a member of the faculty or administrative and professional staff selected by the student organization.
Classified civil service employees, graduate administrative associates, and emeritus and retired faculty/staff may serve as co-advisors, but the primary faculty/staff advisor must complete the certification process for the organization to be registered.
Advisors should not be on extended leave without mutually agreed upon contingency plans to provide for the organization’s needs during their absence. This can come in the form of regular communication during the leave or bringing on a co-advisor. 

Advisor selection: 
At the time of an advisor vacany, the BSO President has two weeks to:
1) solicit nominations from the BSO general body for advisor candidates, 
2) collect votes from the voting members on nominated persons, 
3) determine the winner of advisor elections by simple majority vote, and 
4) communicate to the newly elected advisor their position

Section D.	Advisor Replacement
If unable to satisfy the requirements in Article V, Section A of this document, the BSO executive board will select a new advisor to immediately fill the vacancy of the outgoing advisor.

ARTICLE VI.	ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP
Section A.	Officer Positions
President (primary leader)
The president serves a yearly term as the primary leader of the BSO. The president is required to complete student organization registration, file and sign such paperwork as is required for the continuing operation of the club, and to conduct business in the name of the club as necessary. The president stands as a representative of the students on the Biophysics Graduate Studies Committee and must attend all meetings. The president is responsible for organizing the annual Robert Ross lecturer and Elizabeth L. Gross Faculty award. The president must organize and is responsible for officer voting. The President sets the agenda for BSO executive committee meetings.​
​Vice President (secondary leader)
​The vice president serves a yearly term and is responsible for serving as the Biophysics delegate to the Council of Graduate Students (CGS), attending all CGS meetings and relaying all information from CGS to the Biophysics students and BSO and represent Biophysics graduate students at the university level.  
​Treasurer 
The treasurer serves a yearly term and is responsible for the finances of the club, has signature authority for club expenses, is responsible for providing financial reports to the club at general membership meetings or as necessary, and responsible for completing necessary training for office. The treasurer shall pay all club debts immediately and shall not allow the club to incur debts for which it does not have the operating funds to pay. The treasurer is responsible for receiving funding allocations from the Biophysics Program and/or Ohio State Student Life.​     ​ 
​​Secretary 
The secretary serves a yearly term and is responsible for maintaining communication between the BSO executive committee and its constituents. Additionally, the BSO secretary takes notes and minutes during BSO executive committee meetings then distributes notes to the committee afterwards. Coordinates talking with program coordinator to include stuff in the biophysics newsletter.​ 
Second-Year Representative 
The second-year representative serves a yearly term and is responsible for representing the needs and wants of the second-year biophysics students on the BSO executive committee.​
First-Year Representative 
The first-year representative serves a yearly term and is responsible for representing the needs and wants of the first-year biophysics students on the BSO executive committee.​ 
​Events Director 
The events director serves a yearly term. The events director is responsible for planning regular social events, communicating expenses to the treasurer, and being in communication with other interdisciplinary graduate programs regarding their social events. 
Section B.	Officer Eligibility
As noted in Article IV, Section B, only voting members of BSO is eligible to assume an officer position. The President and Treasurer must be enrolled as full-time students, while the Vice President must be a student in good standing. 
Section C.	Officer Selection Process
Between August 15th and September 1st of each year, the BSO President will 1) solicit nominations from the BSO general body for officer positions, 2) collect votes from the voting members on nominated persons, 3) determine the winner of officer elections by simple majority vote, and 4) communicate to newly elected officers their position. The Vice President selection process is governed by the Council of Graduate Students and not by the BSO.
Should the BSO election process fail to fulfill any of the described Officer positions in Article VI, Section A of this document, the president may appoint a member of voting status to the vacant officer role. Should a member be appointed to any position and fail to perform to the satisfaction of the executive committee, they may be replaced at any time by the action of two-thirds vote of the executive committee.
Section D.	Officer Removal
 If at any time an officer loses status as a voting member as described in Article II of the organization by-laws, either by membership termination or by becoming un-enrolled in the Biophysics Graduate Program, the individual will be immediately removed from the office. 

ARTICLE VII. ORGANIZATION DISSOLUTION
Section A.	Dissolution Requirements
Dissolution of the club shall be acted upon as a constitutional amendment and shall require the same protocol.
Section B.	Dissolution Procedures, including Assets and Debts
Assets of the club will be donated to another non-profit science student organization as voted on by a two-thirds majority of the BSO. 
It is the Treasurer's responsibility to see that the club does not incur debt, which it does not have the operating funds to pay. Debts that are not covered by the existing club funds are the responsibility of the individual who incurred the debt. Under no circumstances may an organization leave debts to The Ohio State University or its entities. ​​​

ARTICLE VIII. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Section A. Amendment Process
Proposing amendments to the constitution must be in writing and may be presented to the membership at any voting membership meeting by any voting member. The amendment will be presented at each voting membership meeting for a period of not less than 60 days, and not more than 90 days (sponsoring member need not attend each meeting) prior to the meeting at which it will be voted upon.​​ 
A constitutional amendment requires 3/4 of a quorum of the voting membership to pass and will be carried out as detailed by the By-Laws voting procedures.
Rules Regarding Constitutional Amendments: 
Should the organization transition leadership or wish to amend the constitution in between registration cycles, the articles set forth in this document will remain in place until a new constitution is provided to the Ohio Union and Student Activities Department and is approved. 
Submission for approval of an amended constitution should occur within 30 days of the amendments.  
