CROPS AND SOILS CLUB
Student Organization Constitution


Article I.	Name of Organization:
	
The name of this organization shall be The Crops and Soils Club. This club shall be affiliated with the Student Activities Subdivision of the American Society of Agronomy, the Crop Science Society of America, and the Soil Science Society of America.  Members can also have an optional affiliation with the Soil and Water Conservation Society.

Article II.	Organization Purpose

The purpose of this club is to provide social, educational and leadership opportunities for those interested in the fields of crops, soils, conservation, turf and other related agronomic areas.  Also, to interact and further relationships with the community, The Ohio State University and professionals in agronomic-related fields.

[bookmark: _Hlk198810294]ARTICLE III.   UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk184719098]Section A. Harassment and Discrimination, including Sexual Misconduct
The Crops and Soils Club agrees that it will not engage in sexual misconduct nor any harassment or discrimination on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with these guidelines.

[bookmark: _Hlk198810301]Section B. Hazing
The Crops and Soils Club agrees to maintain a zero-tolerance policy for hazing, in compliance with Ohio State University and Collin's Law. All members must conduct themselves in a manner that supports an environment free from hazing. Hazing includes any activity, regardless of consent, that causes or creates a substantial risk of physical, mental, or emotional harm or humiliation to any individual as part of membership or affiliation with the student organization. If found responsible for hazing, members and/or the organization may face disciplinary actions.

Section C. Bylaws
The Crops and Soils Club retains the right to maintain separate bylaws to outline the day-to-day operations of the organization and to clarify policies and procedures otherwise not included in these constitutional articles. Bylaws and/or other guiding documents may not take precedence over the requirements set forth by local, state, and federal laws, The Ohio State University’s regulations, policies, and procedures, and the Council on Student Affairs Student Organization Registration Guidelines. Organizations may make amendments and changes to the bylaws without consulting the Ohio Union & Student Activities Department, and changes to bylaws do not require approval. All elements of organizational bylaws shall be consistent with the organization’s currently approved constitution on file and CSA constitution requirements.



Article IV.	Membership

Section A. Membership Eligibility
Membership is limited to currently enrolled students at The Ohio State University.  Members must pay dues either Semesterly or yearly in which the price will be set at the beginning of Autumn Semester each year.  Voting rights are limited to one vote per member.  Membership will not be denied because of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. This organization does not discriminate on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status, or any other bases under the law, in its activities, programs, admission, and employment.

Section B. Member Selection
Members must choose to join your organization. Organizations cannot grant automatic membership to any category of students; membership must be voluntary. Members will officially be recognized by The Crops and Soils club upon paying dues at the beginning of Fall or Spring semester and attending a meeting in either of those semesters. Members will also be required to join the club’s GroupMe chat unless the member is unable to. 

Section C. Membership Timeline
The Crops and Soils Club will have membership on a rolling basis. Those who wish to become members can attend meetings and pay dues at any point throughout either the Fall or Spring semester and will be granted the same level of membership. 

Section D. Removal of Members
If a member conducts themselves in such a manner deemed
detrimental to advancing the purpose of this organization or is in
violation of the OSU Student Code of Conduct. Clear evidence of misconduct must be presented to both the officer team and club advisor, including video, text, screenshot or testimony of misconduct. Anyone of the membership of the club can present evidence of misconduct and request a removal hearing. A special hearing will be called with the officer team and advisor and the member accused of misconduct will be given time to defend him or herself. The officer team and advisor will vote on whether to present the removal at the next meeting, requiring a majority vote to proceed. The evidence and defense will be presented at the next meeting. The club membership will then vote on removal, requiring a majority vote to remove the member. 

ARTICLE V.    ADVISOR

Section A. Advisor Duties and Responsibilities
Complete advisor training every two years. Complete the anti-hazing training module available on BuckeyeLearn or through stophazing.osu.edu. Submit online approval of the organization's registration every year. Submit online approval of the organization's goals every year. Submit online approval of any Council on Student Affairs (CSA) Operating or Programming funds requests initiated by the organization’s treasurer. Follow applicable laws, regulations, university rules, policies and guidelines. Complete relevant reporting obligations

Section B. Advisor Term
Advisors for The Crops and Soils Club will serve two years with the opportunity to be elected after their term is over. 

Section C. Advisor Selection
Advisors for The Crops and Soils Club must be nominated by the membership. Those nominated must be a professor or lecturer within the Department of Horticulture and Crop Sciences. Nominees must then accept their nomination. Club members will be made aware of the list of nominees and a vote will occur at the next meeting. After a club vote is taken, officers will confirm or deny the advisor based on a majority vote. 

Section D. Advisor Replacement
Advisor(s) can be voted on for removal if they conduct themselves in such a manner deemed detrimental to advancing the purpose of this organization or is in violation of the OSU Code of Conduct. Any member of the club can request the removal process as long as probable cause for removal can be presented. The removal process must be approved by club officers with a majority vote. Once the vote is approved, a club vote will be held. A majority vote for removal must be had for the advisor(s) to be removed. 


ARTICLE VI.   ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP
	
Section A. Officer Positions

The officers of the organization shall be:  President, 1st Vice
President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Reporter, Social Chair, recruitment, and philanthropy. 

Section 2:
The duties of the officers shall be as follows:
		
President:
a. Chair all meetings
b. Assume major responsibility for the coordination of officers duties so they fulfill requirements of their office
c. Obey and enforce the constitution and bylaws of the organization
d. Act as the club’s representative and spokesperson in all external functions
1st Vice President
a. Conduct and chair the executive committee meetings
b. Be and ex-officio member of all committees
c. Conduct meetings in the absence of the President
d. Work with the 2nd Vice President in setting up programs and meeting dates, places and times
e. Assume duties and coordination of the FFA planning committee 

2nd Vice President: 
a. Be the official representative of the organization on the Agricultural and Natural Resources Council and communicating all pertinent information between the two organizations
b. Work with the 1st Vice President in setting up programs and meeting dates, places and times
c. Conduct meetings in the absence of the President and the 1st Vice President
One of the Vice Presidents shall be a member of the S.W.C.S. and communicate related information to the club.

		Treasurer:
a. Shall be responsible for the funds of the organization
b. Keep accurate records of all transactions and regularly communicate with the Student Organization Office on the official status of the treasury
c. Shall collect dues
d. Shall exclusively handle all financial transactions when authorized by a majority of the organization’s members
e. Shall be an ex-officio of all financially related committees
f. Candidates for treasurer shall only be eligible to run for the position if no other treasurer position is held on campus at the time of election. 

Recording Secretary:
a. Record minutes at all meetings and read the previous meeting’s minutes
b. Prepare an agenda of the present meeting 
c. To place a copy of the approved minutes on computer fole
d. To keep a notebook of previous minutes and agendas

Corresponding Secretary:
a. Send all written correspondence of the organization 
b. Send articles into the S.A.S. – A.S.A. about club activities
c. Work with the donations, solicitation, and the sending of invitations to the annual Agronomy Banquet
d. Fulfill the Duties of the recording secretary in their absence 
[bookmark: _Hlk198811379]Section B. Officer Eligibility
To be eligible to become an officer, one must be a member of The Crops and Soils Club, as well as being actively enrolled at The Ohio State University. The student must also be enrolled at The Ohio State University for the entirety of their term. The term of office shall be one year starting at the beginning of Spring Semester and concluding at the end of Autumn Semester.
	

[bookmark: _Hlk198811401]	Section C. Officer Selection Process
Election of officers shall be a one meeting process. At the first
meeting, nominations for officers will be taken from the floor and
must be followed by a second.  These nominations shall be followed by the elections of such officers.  Officers shall be elected by a simple majority vote of the members present and shall be done so by a secret ballot.  The elections shall be in the order of:  President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Corresponding Secretary.  A nominated candidate who loses may be nominated for another office.  Each nominee shall give a brief statement outlining their desire to hold such office for which they wish to hold. 

	Section D. Officer Removal

		Removal of Officers
		If an officer conducts themselves in such a manner deemed
detrimental to the purpose of this organization, is delinquent
in performing their officer duties, or is in violation of the
OSU Student Code of Conduct. Clear evidence of misconduct must be presented to both the officer team and club advisor, including video, text, screenshot or testimony of misconduct. Anyone of the membership of the club can present evidence of misconduct and request a removal hearing. A special hearing will be held among the officer team and club advisor. Evidence will be presented and the officer subject to removal will be given time to defend himself or herself. Once the evidence has been presented and a defense given, a vote will be held. The officer team and advisor will vote on whether to present the removal at the next meeting, requiring a majority vote to proceed. The evidence and defense will be presented at the next meeting. The club membership will then vote on removal, requiring a majority vote to remove the officer. 
Upon removal of an officer or a vacancy of an officer position, an election for the position will be held at the next club meeting and the new officer will hold the position until the next election. 

ARTICLE VII.   ORGANIZATION DISSOLUTION

Section A. Dissolution Requirements

The Crops and Soils Club will consider dissolution if active members drop below 15 for two consecutive semesters or leadership positions remain unfilled for 2 consecutive semesters. At this time, the officers and club advisor will hold a meeting to discuss dissolution. A 2/3 majority vote is required to proceed. If dissolution is approved, the dissolution will be presented at the next meeting and the club will hold a vote, requiring 2/3 majority votes to officially dissolve.


Section B. Dissolution Procedures, including Assets and Debts
In the event that the Crops and Soils Club disbands, all monies and assets of the club shall be used to cover any outstanding debts of the club. If there are still outstanding debts held by the club, equal coverage of these debts will be distributed among the membership of the club. Any remaining assets and monies will then be held by the Department of Horticulture and Crop Sciences in the event that the club becomes re-established.  These funds and assets shall be used at the discretion of the Department of Horticulture and Crop Sciences to provide support to organizations that the Crops and Soils Club had previously associated with.

Article VIII.	Constitutional Amendments

Constitutional amendments shall be submitted in writing.  They shall 
have one reading prior to being voted upon by the membership.  For the 
amendment to be adopted it must pass by a 2/3 majority vote of the
members present.



