Moritz College Of Law Criminal Law Society
Student Organization Constitution
ARTICLE I.	NAME OF ORGANIZATION
 Moritz College of Law Criminal Law Society

ARTICLE II.	ORGANIZATION PURPOSE
Moritz College of Law Criminal Law Society shall have the primary purpose of providing educational experiences for students at The Ohio State University on the topic of criminal law. The Criminal Law Society shall have the secondary purpose of creating opportunities for The Ohio State University students to meet and speak with practitioners in the central Ohio region and of serving the community in various ways related to criminal law.

ARTICLE III.	UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS
Section A.	Harassment and Discrimination, including Sexual Misconduct
 Moritz College Of Law Criminal Law Society  agrees that it will not engage in sexual misconduct nor any harassment or discrimination on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with the Student Organization Registration Guidelines.
Section B.	Hazing
 Moritz College Of Law Criminal Law Society  agrees to maintain a zero-tolerance policy for hazing, in compliance with Ohio State University and Collin's Law. All members must conduct themselves in a manner that supports an environment free from hazing. Hazing includes any activity, regardless of consent, that causes or creates a substantial risk of physical, mental, or emotional harm or humiliation to any individual as part of membership or affiliation with the student organization. If found responsible for hazing, members and/or the organization may face disciplinary actions.
Section C.	Bylaws
 Moritz College Of Law Criminal Law Society  retains the right to maintain separate bylaws to outline the day-to-day operations of the organization and to clarify policies and procedures otherwise not included in the previous articles. Bylaws and/or other guiding documents may not take precedence over the requirements set forth by local, state, and federal laws, The Ohio State University’s regulations, policies, and procedures, and the Council on Student Affairs (CSA) Student Organization Registration Guidelines. Organizations may make amendments and changes to the bylaws without consulting the Ohio Union & Student Activities department, and changes to bylaws do not require approval. All elements of organizational bylaws shall be consistent with the organization’s currently approved constitution on file and CSA constitution requirements.

ARTICLE IV.	MEMBERSHIP
Section A.	Membership Eligibility
 Membership shall be open to all Ohio State University students 
Section B.	Member Selection
 Membership in the Moritz College of Law Criminal Law Society is open to all Moritz students who complete the following steps: (1) submit the CLS membership sign-up form; (2) join the CLS email list or GroupMe to receive official communications; and (3) attend at least one CLS meeting or event during the academic year. Once these steps are completed, the student becomes an active member with full participation rights.
Section C.	Membership Timeline
 Students may complete the steps to become members at any time during the academic year. Membership opens at the start of the fall semester, remains available throughout the spring semester, and is accepted on a rolling basis. New members may join before or after any CLS meeting or event.
Section D.	Member Removal
 A member may be removed from the Moritz College of Law Criminal Law Society for conduct that undermines the organization or violates applicable rules and policies. Grounds for removal include, but are not limited to: (1) engaging in conduct detrimental to the purpose or reputation of CLS; (2) violating The Ohio State University Student Code of Conduct; or (3) engaging in discrimination, harassment, or other behavior inconsistent with CLS’s values and operations. Removal requires a majority vote of the Executive Board after the member has been given notice of the concerns and a reasonable opportunity to respond

ARTICLE V.	ADVISOR
Section A.	Advisor Duties and Responsibilities
The advisor to the Moritz College of Law Criminal Law Society shall be a full-time member of the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law faculty. The advisor should be a person who has a genuine and demonstrated interest in the criminal law. The advisor shall give support and advice to the organization and shall serve as a liaison to the faculty and administration of the College of Law
Section B.	Advisor Term
 The Advisor shall serve a one-year term, with the option to be reappointed annually by mutual agreement between the Advisor and the Executive Board.
Section C.	Advisor Selection
 The Advisor shall be selected by the CLS President in consultation with the Executive Board. The President will identify a qualified faculty or staff member, confirm their willingness to serve, and present the candidate to the Executive Board for approval. Appointment of the Advisor requires a simple majority vote of the Executive Board.     
Section D.	Advisor Replacement
 If the Advisor resigns or is unable to continue serving, the President, in consultation with the Executive Board, will identify a new faculty or staff candidate to fill the role. The proposed replacement must be approved by a simple majority vote of the Executive Board before taking office.

ARTICLE VI.	ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP
Section A.	Officer Positions
 The President shall organize and run meetings and any events hosted by the organization, act as a liaison to the Moritz College of Law and University faculty and administration, act as a liaison to the alumni and to the community, and provide support for the organization’s various programs and fund-raising activities.
	The Vice President shall assist the President in organizing and planning meetings and any events hosted by the organization, provide support to the organization’s various programs and fund-raising activities, and function as a liaison when the President is unable to do so.
	The Secretary shall keep record of action items and topics dicussed at meeting and keep track of scheduling and documentation. 
	The Treasurer shall keep records of the finances of the organization and plan and organize fund-raising events.
Section B.	Officer Eligibility
All officers should be full time second year students at The Moritz College of Law. 
Section C.	Officer Selection Process
 All officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the voting members of the organization. Elections shall be held near the end of the Spring semester. Officers’ terms shall run from the time that the results of the election are announced through the school year, until the next election. All officers’ actions shall be bound by the stated purposes of the Criminal Law Society at Moritz Collee of Law.
	If the Criminal Law Society at Moritz College of Law should ever become inactive and then restarted in the middle of an academic year, the students who organize the next meetings may forego elections until the end of the Spring semester
Section D.	Officer Removal
 An officer may be removed from their position for conduct or performance that undermines the organization or violates its standards. Grounds for removal include, but are not limited to: (1) engaging in conduct detrimental to the purpose, reputation, or operations of CLS; (2) violating The Ohio State University Student Code of Conduct; (3) failing to fulfill officer duties or repeatedly neglecting responsibilities; or (4) engaging in discrimination, harassment, or other behavior inconsistent with CLS’s values. Removal requires a simple majority vote of the Executive Board after the officer has been given notice of the concerns and an opportunity to respond.     

ARTICLE VII. ORGANIZATION DISSOLUTION
Section A.	Dissolution Requirements
 The Criminal Law Society may be dissolved only by a two-thirds (⅔) majority vote of the Executive Board and a two-thirds (⅔) majority vote of the general membership present at a duly called meeting. Notice of the proposed dissolution must be provided to all members at least two weeks prior to the vote.
Section B.	Dissolution Procedures, including Assets and Debts
 Upon approval of dissolution, the Executive Board shall:
  Ensure that all outstanding debts, obligations, and liabilities of the organization are satisfied.
  Dispose of any remaining assets in accordance with university policies. All remaining funds and property shall be transferred to the Moritz College of Law Student Bar Association or another law student organization with a similar mission, as approved by the Executive Board and the Office of Student Affairs.
  Submit written notice of dissolution and a final financial report to the Office of Student Affairs and the Student Bar Association within thirty (30) days of the final vote.

ARTICLE VIII. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Section A. Amendment Process
 Proposed amendments shall be in writing and shall be made available to all members at least one week before voting. Passage of an amendment requires a two-thirds vote of voting members, or a unanimous vote of the executive committee.

