CONSTITUTION
Pertaining to the Student Chapter of the Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society at The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine

Article 1 - Organization
This organization will serve as a chapter of the national parent organization known as the Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society, hereafter referred to as “SVECCS”, and is at all times subject to the guidelines and bylaws set forth by that organization.  
Article 2 - Name

The name of the organization shall be The Ohio State University Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society; hereafter referred to as “OSUSVECCS.”  

For purposes of convenience it is acceptable to refer to the organization as “SVECCS” with the understanding that the Ohio State organization is a sub-organization of the national parent Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society.

Article 3 – Objectives

The objectives of the OSUSVECCS are as follows:

Section 1.        To promote the awareness of the specialty of veterinary emergency and critical care medicine to students of veterinary medicine at the Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine, as well as all student at the Ohio State University and members of the local community. 

Section 2.        To disseminate and exchange information pertaining to the Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society, the national SVECCS, and existing student chapters of the SVECCS to our members, particularly in regards to policy changes and educational activities.

Section 4. 	To promote and provide opportunities for the advancement of knowledge and skill in the practice of veterinary emergency and critical care medicine at the Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine.

Section 5.       To provide the elected officers of the SVECCS with a yearly report detailing the activities and finances of the OSUSVECCS.  
  
Section 5. 	To make available information about opportunities to work in the field of veterinary emergency and critical care medicine. 

Section 6.        To provide a platform where veterinary medical students and faculty can interact openly, particularly in regards to the topic of veterinary emergency and critical care medicine.  


Article 4- Membership

Section 1.	Students available for full membership shall include all full time students of veterinary medicine at The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine who have paid their dues to SCAVMA and SVECCS.

Section 2. 	Membership and participation are free from discrimination based on age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with Student Organization Registration and Funding Guidelines


Article 5- Officers

Section 1. 	The officers of the Chapter shall consist of a President (with the possibility 
of having a co-president), President-Elect Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Merchandise Chair (s). 
 
Section 2. 	Officer positions will be filled via elections, with winners determined by majority vote among Chapter members in good standing.

Section 3.        Elections shall be presided over by the current Chapter President and/or faculty advisor, and will be held yearly during the latter half of the spring semester. 
		
Officers and Duties

Section 1.	The duties of the President(s) include delegation of tasks and duties, scheduling officer meetings, scheduling club meetings and lectures, organizing club activities, and making final decisions on club proceedings.

Section 2.        The President-Elect will be responsible for learning the duties of the current President and assisting in the fulfillment of his/her duties where necessary. The President-Elect will also be responsible for obtaining feedback from current members on wetlabs, lectures, and activities of the club to allow improvements for the next year. The President-Elect is the only two year position and will then take over the role of President the following year. 

Section 3.	The Vice President will be responsible for assisting the President in fulfillment of his/her duties, arranging rooms, supplies, and topics for wetlabs.   

Section 4.        The responsibilities of the Secretary include keeping detailed minutes of Chapter meetings, maintaining an up to date list of all current members along with status of dues paid in conjunction with the Treasurer, and keeping a detailed log of all pertinent information pertaining to any events presented through the organization. They will send out RSVP’s for the lectures and wetlabs to members. They will also be responsible for updating the board in the VMC. 

Section 5.        The duties of the Treasurer include keeping detailed records of all financial transactions pertaining to the organization, keeping track of membership dues, as well as implementing budget and spending strategies in conjunction with the President, Vice President and Fundraising chair(s).

Section 6.	The Fundraising chair(s) is responsible for developing and coordinating fundraising events that meet the approval of the president(s) and Ohio State University regulations.


Article 6-Amendments

Section 1. 	The Constitution shall be amended only by the club president(s). All amendments to the constitution and by-laws are subject to the approval of student OSUSVECCS members. 


BYLAWS

Article 1-Membership

Section 1. 	Membership: The membership dues will consist of the predetermined 
SCAVMA fees and a club fee to be determined annually by board members.

Section 2.	Membership may be revoked by vote of the elected officers due to inappropriate behavior, poor academic standing, or misrepresentation of the club.

Article 2- Officers

Section 1.	The officers having immediate charge of the Student Chapter affairs shall consist of a President (and possible co-president), Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer(s), and Fundraiser.

Section 2. 	The President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Fundraiser, shall be a first, second, or third year student in the current school year in which they are active, and must be in good standing with both the university and Chapter.

Section 3.	All officers shall be elected via popular vote by members of SVECCS present at each election or by absentee ballot (if requested).

Section 4.	An officer may be stripped of title and removed from the group by vote of other elected officers and 2-3 members that are considered “at large” within the club.  Removal may be due to failure to complete assigned tasks of the position, inappropriate behavior, poor academic standing, or misrepresentation of the club.



Article 3-Officer Meetings
Section 1.	Meetings shall be scheduled at the discretion of the president(s) and faculty advisor.

Article 4- General Meetings

Section 1.	At least one general meeting shall be held each semester. The first meeting of the year shall be in the first month of the fall semester and may be an informational meeting. There shall be a guest speaker meeting at least once a semester, with topics to be decided by the executive board. 

Section 2.        Elections should be held during the latter portion of the spring semester each school year. 

Section 3. 	The president(s) shall schedule and decide the time and location of all general meetings and make the information available to all SVECCS members in advance.

Article 5- Wetlab

Section 1. 	There shall be at least one to two wet labs scheduled per semester of each school year. The content of the wet lab shall be decided by the entire board and advisor(s).

Article 6- SVECCS Informational Board

Section 1:	There shall be a SVECCS informational board that is maintained and updated each semester by the secretary and should be used as an informational guide for all SVECCS members. The board should have a calendar of all upcoming SVECCS events as well as contact information for all current officers. 

Article 7- Fundraising

Section 1: 	All Fundraising ideas shall be approved by the president(s) and advisor, and shall follow all regulations and restrictions required by The Ohio State University and the Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine.

Article 8 - Elections

Section 1:	All officers shall be in office for one term, and may run for consecutive terms subject to the same stipulations of any candidate during that year’s elections, provided they meet the requirements stated in Article 2: Section 2 of the By-Laws. In the event that there is no challenge for a position during a given years election, existing officers may serve successive terms provided that meet the requirements for holding office.   

Article 9 - Ratification

Section 1: The Constitution and these Bylaws shall be effective as of April 27th, 2020.


___________________________                                      ________________________
Date of Adoption					        Date of Recognition




____________________________                                     _________________________
President’s Signature					         Co-President’s Signature




____________________________                                     _________________________
Office of the Dean of Students				Advisor’s Signature
