Optica Student Chapter Constitution
Statement of Purpose
“The Chapter shall enrich its members through professional networking, and by providing career development and technical programming. The Chapter will also raise awareness of optics and science learning through participation in events at its institution and in the local community and through youth education outreach activities such as science fairs, lab tours and classroom demonstrations.”

Non-Discrimination Statement
“This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with the guidelines.”
Bylaws 

Article I.
The name of this organization shall be the "Ohio State University Student Chapter of the Optical Society of America."

Article II.
The objectives of this Chapter shall be: (1) to promote awareness of optical science and optical engineering among the student and local communities, (2) to facilitate communication and interaction between students, faculty, administration and industry professionals (3) to interact with Optical Society of America members and its student organizations with a focus on information sharing and networking, and (4) to raise awareness of post-graduation opportunities for students. 
Article III.
Membership in this Chapter shall be open to any Ohio State University student with an interest in optical science and optical engineering.  Members of the Chapter shall be either student or regular members of the Optical Society of America’s national organization.   
Article IV.
A quorum of thirty percent of the total membership shall be required for business to be transacted or elections held at any meeting.

Article V.
1. Chapter Officers

a. All officers shall be students of The Ohio State University, members in good standing of the chapter, and members of the Optical Society of America national organization.

2. Nominations and Elections

a. The elected officers will be President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.

b. Nominations for the officers shall be conducted by a committee consisting of three members appointed by the President. The committee’s role will be to ensure a full slate of candidates for the officers.  If there are 10 or less student members in the group nominations will be made by individuals themselves in a meeting held for this purpose.
c. Nominations will be open for one week after the first regular meeting of either the fall or spring semester.

d. Elections will be held at the second regular meeting of the either the fall or spring semester. Voting must continue until a candidate wins by majority of members present. If no majority is obtained, the candidate with the fewest number of votes will be eliminated and voting will continue.

e. In case of a vacant office, a special election will be held at the next regular meeting.

3. Term of Office

a. The term of all officers shall begin at the completion of the election.


4. Removal from Office

a. An elected officer can be removed from office for misconduct or failure to perform the duties of his/her office.
b. Charges of misconduct or failure to perform duties must be openly made against the officer by a member in a chapter meeting.
c. At a chapter meeting after the meeting in which charges are made, removal must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the members present.


5. Duties of Officers

a. President — To run meetings in an orderly fashion, to make necessary decisions, and to represent and be responsible for the chapter’s activities.

b. Vice President — To assist the President and to serve in his/her absence. To assist with the execution of chapter activities. 

c. Treasurer — To be responsible for the financial activities of the chapter including the collection of chapter dues and the management of incoming funds and payments and maintain a record of the income and expenses of the chapter.
d. Secretary — To take minutes during all chapter meetings. To maintain communications with the Optica national organization including the submission of the chapter’s Annual Report.

Article VI.
Chapter dues shall be set by the chapter and paid by its individual members. These funds will be managed by the Treasurer. 

The Treasurer shall provide a chapter membership roster to the Optica national organization annually. 
Article VII.
Members shall be removed from the active roster by the acting President upon exit from university affiliation.  If a member wishes to leave the organization, they can contact the President to be removed from the active roster.   
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