Constitution

Article 1: Name, Purpose, and Non-Discrimination Policy 

Section 1 - Name: Ophthalmology Interest Group at the Ohio State University College of Medicine

Section 2 - Purpose: The purpose of the Ophthalmology Interest Group is to provide opportunities for current medical students to explore the field of ophthalmology as a career choice. The OIG will do this by inviting ophthalmology faculty to host informational meetings and hands-on workshop sessions as well as by organizing opportunities for students to shadow and work one-on-one with ophthalmologists. The Ophthalmology Interest Group will also have a division dedicated to service and promoting eye health awareness through screenings and distributing of information at free clinics and community events.
Section 3 -  Non-Discrimination Policy: This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual for reasons of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status or any other basis in accordance with OSU Student Organization Registration and Funding Guidelines.
Article 2: Membership: Qualifications and categories of Membership
Membership is limited to medical students currently enrolled in The Ohio State University College of Medicine. Aside from enrollment in the College of Medicine, the only other requirement for membership is a desire to learn more about ophthalmology and/or promoting eye health in the community.  
Article 3:  Organization Leadership:  Titles, Terms of Office, Type of Selection, and Duties 
The leadership of the Ophthalmology Interest Group shall consist of medical students currently enrolled in The Ohio State University College of Medicine. Among this leadership there shall be a president, vice president, treasurer, service chair, and events chair. This committee shall constitute the Executive Committee for the Ophthalmology Interest Group.
Leaders may be appointed throughout the year at the discretion of members of the executive committee to lead meetings, workshops, or community service projects. These leaders may be appointed at any time throughout the year and serve in the short or long term, though long term project leaders must be re-appointed at the beginning of each leadership term. These leaders will also be known as “chairperson” of their appointed project. The Executive Committee at their discretion will determine leadership for the coming year.  The Executive Committee may appoint persons to leadership by discussion within the executive committee or may open it up to voting by the general membership.  
Article 4:  Executive Committee
The Executive Committee will be responsible for the advertisement, planning, and preparation for meetings, workshops, volunteer activities, etc. that are sponsored by the Ophthalmology Interest Group.  The committee will also be responsible for determining new leadership at the close of each academic school year.
The titles of the titles of the officers and their respective duties are as follows:

President: The President will lead the Executive Committee to carry out the mission and goals of OIG. They will act as a liaison between OIG members and faculty members in the Ophthalmology Department at The Ohio State University. Moreover, they will provide Executive Committee members with the insight and support needed to accomplish their duties.
Vice President: The Vice President will support the President in leadership of OIG and assume roles when the President cannot be available.

Treasurer: The Treasurer will manage the finances of the group and apply for funding opportunities through the Student Organization Management System.
Service Chair: The Service Chair will advertise and organize OIG’s volunteer activities at Havener Free Clinic and other community service events. They will facilitate communication with the coordinators of the free clinics and maintain the medical student calendar for participation.

Events Chair: The Events Chair will be responsible for advertisement and room reservation of events including the Introductory Meeting, Journal Club, and Research Fair. They will coordinate with the Ophthalmology Department to facilitate faculty presence at these events.
The members of the Executive Board will be elected via application and the current serving Executive Board will select appropriate people for the positions designated above. In Spring of each year, current leaders and officers will have the option to step down or remain in their position. Applications will be available for members to apply for a leadership position.

General members and elected or appointed leaders should be expected to meet certain standards and conduct themselves in a way that reflects well on the organization. In the event that a member or leader does not meet those expectations, the Executive Board (excluding any offending member) will hold a comprehensive review and determine if the individual should be asked to leave the group. 

Article 5: Adviser(s)
Advisers must be full-time members of the University faculty or Administrative and Professional Staff.  For the Ophthalmology Interest Group, the advisor must be an ophthalmologist who is willing to advise the leadership of the group, to attend meetings, and to help in promoting interest in ophthalmology among current medical students at The Ohio State University.  

Article 6:  Meetings
No less than 3 meetings should be held each year. The following meetings should be prioritized each academic year: Introductory Meeting, Research Fair, Slit Lamp Workshop. It is preferable that at least one activity or meeting be held every block throughout the academic year.
Article 7:  Method of Amending Constitution
Proposed amendments should be in writing, should not be acted upon but read by each executive board member, and at a subsequent time be voted on for approval. The constitution should not be amended easily or frequently.

