Constitution of the  Portuguese Graduate Student Organization
Article I – Name, Purposes and Non-discrimination policy
Section 1. Name
The name of the organization shall be the “Portuguese Graduate Student Organization”. This Student Organization is an autonomous organization self-governed by this Constitution.
Section 2. Purposes
The SPPO Graduate Student Organization at OSU exists for the following purposes:

1. To encourage participation in the Annual Graduate Study Symposium held each April at the Ohio State University.
2. To provide members of the organization an opportunity to serve as members of the SPPO departmental committees and to bet the voice of the organization and the student body in said committees. 
3. To serve as a forum for the presentation of Lusophone culture, cinema, literature, history, art, and music at the University and to serve as a sponsor of social events for the student body.

4. To preserve and foster a sense of Latin American and Lusophone identity and consciousness among the University community.

5. To provide opportunities for continued professional development through conferences, seminars, and academic exchange with other universities and institutions.

6. To assist business and organizations in recruiting and promoting members. 

7. To provide networking opportunities along with establishing a professional environment.
8. To achieve cultural awareness

9. To develop academic excellence
      Section 3. Non-discrimination
This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status.
Article II - Membership Qualifications
Any student, faculty member, staff member, or alumnus of any University division, full or part time is eligible for membership in the organization.

In the event that a member or leader does not meet the expectations of reflecting and representing the organization, the organization will vote on-line through (Qualtrics) for objectively considering the member’s or leader’s probationary membership status or removal from the organization.

Article III - Officers and Duties
1. President:  will call and chair all meetings, conduct elections and represent the organization at Student Council meetings and at other University functions; will be a co-signer with the treasurer on the club’s savings account passbook.

2. Vice President:  will work in conjunction with the President in the performance of the President’s duties; will perform all the functions of the President in the event of the President’s inability to perform them.

3. Treasurer: will manage the organization’s funds and keep records of the organization’s finances; hold the club’s savings account passbook; be a co-signer on the passbook with the President; submit his records to periodic examination by the other officers; report at the club’s meetings on the club’s current financial status.

4. Secretary: will keep minutes of all the meetings, handle all of the club’s correspondence; keep all of the club’s non-financial records.

Term of Office:  The term of office for all officers shall be one year.  There shall be no bar to the re-election of any of the officers.

Article V – Elections
1. Annual election of the organization’s officers shall be held every April, through Qualtrics.
2. The election shall be conducted by secret ballot. 
3. A simple majority will determine election to an ofﬁce. 
4. Any General Member can nominate himself/herself or any other member for any of the ofﬁces of the Executive Committee. 
5. The nomination(s) shall not be valid if the nominee(s) refuse to run for that 
ofﬁce. 
6. A member must vote online through the media selected by the time appointed for the vote to count. 
Article VI – Meetings
Frequency of meetings of the club will be at least once a semester (the first Monday of the second month of the semester).  The President will see to it that the members are informed of the meetings by e-mail or phone. Other meetings will be called to serve the needs of the organization. 

Article VII- Use of Funds 
No parts of the funds, assets, or income of the Association shall be used for private beneﬁt of any member, donor, director, or ofﬁcer of the Association.
Article VII – Dissolution of Organization 

The dissolution of the student organization should be stated in common agreement within the members. All the instruments should be returned to the owner of the specific instrument. The assets and debts of the organization must be specified clearly and unequivocal.
Article VIII - Amendments to the Constitution
The Constitution may be amended at the annual election called by the President specifically for that purpose.  An amendment may be proposed by any member of the organization and must be approved by no less than a two-thirds majority of the members present at this meeting.

