THE CONSTITUTION OF BUCKEYES FOR ISRAEL
Article I - Name and Purpose

Section 1: This organization shall be known as Buckeyes for Israel. Buckeyes for Israel is not directly affiliated with any organization, pro-Israel or otherwise. It does not act on behalf of the Israeli government, the Israeli Philadelphia Consulate, or other governmental organization.

Section 2: Buckeyes for Israel are dedicated to promoting the US-Israel relationship and to providing students with opportunities to be involved in the political process. Buckeyes for Israel will provide students with ways to get involved in pro-Israel politics, organizing, lobbying, leadership, training, and other means of effective political engagement. Group activities shall include meeting and lobbying with members of congress, attending regional and national pro-Israel functions and/or demonstrations, and meeting on a regular basis.

Section 3: Buckeyes for Israel and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, sex, age, or political affiliation.

Section 4: Buckeyes for Israel is a bipartisan organization. Members are encouraged to get involved with the political party of their choice. Members of Buckeyes for Israel recognize that the US-Israel relationship is a bipartisan issue. In keeping with the pro-Israel movement, relationships should be developed with both major political parties. 

Section 5: Buckeyes for Israel is composed of students motivated to strengthen the US-Israel alliance. While members are not expected to support all areas of US or Israeli policy, they should respect and strive to strengthen the relationship between these two countries. Overt detractor activities, amongst members or at official Buckeyes for Israel functions, hold no place in this organization.

Article II - Membership

Section 1: Current undergraduate, graduate, or professional students, or members of the faculty at The Ohio State University, who recognize the importance of the US-Israel relationship shall be eligible for membership in Buckeyes for Israel. Members must recognize the State of Israel’s right to exist.


Section 2: Membership shall consist of two types: Voting and Non-Voting. All members who do not qualify for voting status shall be considered non-voting members. Non-voting members may not vote or run for elected office. To qualify for voting status, a member must meet the following requirements:

- The member must be a current student at The Ohio State University.
- The member must recognize Israel’s right to exist.
- The member must have attended fifty (50) percent of the organization’s prior meetings in the current academic year.

An exemption will be made in the event of a majority ruling by the Executive Board.

If a member does not uphold their responsibilities, the members of the Buckeyes For Israel executive leadership in consultation with their advisor may vote to remove the member from the group.

Article III - Officers

Section 1: The elected officers of this organization shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Communications Director. The appointed officers shall be the Executive Director and the committee chairpersons. The appointed officers shall be appointed by the President. These officers shall comprise the membership of the Executive Board.

Section 2: The officers shall have various duties, including, but not limited to, the following:

President
- Preside over all organization meetings.
- Appoint Committee chairpersons with the approval of the Executive Board.
- Remove anyone from any appointed position with the approval of the Executive Board.
- Periodically inform the organization of the state of the organization.
- Supervise all organization meetings.
- Have knowledge of and approve expenditure of organization funds with the advice and consent of the Treasurer.
- Act as liaison to national, state, and local pro-Israel organizations, should an alternative liaison not be designated.

- Conduct meetings according to the provisions set forth in this constitution.

Vice President
- Preside over all organizational meetings in the absence of the President.

-  Supervise the activities of all organizational committees. The Vice President shall do this by serving as an ex-officio member of all committees and by attending committee meetings and conferring with committee chairs.

- Preside over, supervise, and operate the Government Affairs Portfolio.
- Inform the organization of the pace and progress of the organizational committees in achieving their established goals.
- Evaluate quarterly the performance of the committee chairpersons and recommend to the President if any changes need to be made.

Treasurer
- Maintain the finances of the organization. 

- Collect and keep track of any payments or grants received by the organization. 

- Advise the President as to the expenditure of funds and petition the Executive Board to deny an expenditure by majority vote, if it deemed to be in the best interest of the organization.
- Serve as an ex-officio member of the Fundraising committee.
- Preside over all organization meetings in the absence of the President and Vice President.

Secretary
- Take minutes at all organization meetings.
- Determine if a quorum exists at general meetings.
- Report minutes of previous meetings at subsequent meetings.
- Count written votes at organizational meetings if necessary.
- Schedule organization meetings at the request of the President.
- Act as historian of the organization by saving news clips, photos, and other memorabilia of organizational activities.
- Record member attendance at all organizational meetings.
- Serve as an ex-officio member of the Membership committee.
- Preside at all organizational meetings in the absence of the President, Vice President, and Treasurer.

Communications Director
- Make sure members are aware of organizational meetings and activities.
- Establish communications with other student organizations on The Ohio State University campus.
- Send out press releases on behalf of the organization to campus media outlets in cooperation with elected officers and committee chairs.
- Serve as an ex-officio member of the Community Affairs committee.
- Preside at all organization meetings in the absence of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.

Article IV - Executive Board

Section 1: The Executive Board shall consist of all elected officers and standing committee chairpersons. Each officer shall have one vote. All appointed officers in the Executive Board must be voting members of the organization.

Section 2: The Executive Board shall serve as the general governing body of the organization. It shall be responsible for setting organization policy, determining which speakers shall be invited to speak, picking topics for discussion, and setting the general goals of the organization.

Section 3: To fulfill these duties, the Executive Board shall meet at least once a month, separate from the rest of the organization. All Executive Board members are expected to try to attend these meetings. The organization advisor and any other member of the organization may be invited to attend these meetings.

Article V - Committees

Section 1: The following standing committees shall be established: Public Affairs, Interuniversity Collaboration, and Outreach. The President may, as needed, create adjunct committees and create subcommittees in both standing and adjunct committees. Membership in any committee or subcommittee shall be determined by the chairperson, although members' wishes should be taken into account.

Section 2: The chairperson of each committee and subcommittee shall be appointed by the President. If the President feels that the chairperson is not performing his or her duties, the President may remove the chairperson from office. Each chairperson determines the membership of his or her committee, and is responsible for seeing that the committee fulfills its responsibilities. The chairperson must advise the President and Vice President on committee activities, and is expected to make a report of committee activities at each general meeting.

Section 3: The duties of the standing committees shall be as follows:

Public Affairs
It is the duty of this committee to update the organization’s awareness of domestic and international developments that pertain to the goals outlines in this constitution. All relevant Congressional and State legislation should be tracked and reported to the organization’s membership. All university petitions and policy efforts shall be under the mandate of this committee. 

Interuniversity Collaboration
It is the duty of this committee to maintain and develop relations with other pro-Israel organizations across the country. 

Outreach
It is the duty of this committee to foster relations with other university organizations and cultural groups. 

Article VI - Elections

Section 1: Elections for the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Communications Director are to be held each year in the month of May at a date determined by the Executive Board. This date must be announced at least two (2) meetings before the elections are to take place.

Section 2: Any voting member is eligible to run for any elected office. Nominations may be made after the election date is announced until the day of the election. No member may run for more than one (1) office.

Section 3: Only voting members are allowed to vote. Votes are to be by secret ballot, and are counted by the organization advisor. To be elected, a nominee must receive a majority (51%) of the votes. If no one receives a majority of the votes, the nominee with the least number of votes is dropped from the ballot, and voting members revote. This process is repeated until a nominee has received a majority of the votes. If there is a tie, the current President casts the breaking vote.

Article VII - Impeachment and Removal from Office

Section 1: If an elected officer misses the first four (4) meetings of the year, he or she is automatically removed from office.

Section 2: If the Executive Board or the voting members feel that an elected officer has not performed his or her duties, they can initiate impeachment proceedings against the officer at any general meeting. At the next general meeting the conduct of the accused officer will be addressed. The accused officer will be given a chance to speak. If two thirds (2/3) of the voting members vote to impeach the officer, the officer will be removed from office.

Section 3: If an elected officer has been removed from office or has resigned, at the next general meeting a special election shall be held to replace the officer. The procedure in Article VI, Section 3, shall be followed, except that the organization advisor does not need to be present.

Article VIII - Organization Advisor

Section 1: The advisor to the Buckeyes for Israel must be a full-time member of the University faculty or administrative and/or professional staff. If a person is serving as an advisor who is not a member of the above classifications, a co-advisor must be chosen who meets these requirements.

Section 2: The advisor to Buckeyes for Israel will be chosen upon 3/4ths approval of the full Executive Board at a regular meeting of said board. Once chosen, the advisor must meet with the President no fewer than three (3) times a quarter to advise the organization on all issues. Additionally the advisor must be present at the organization’s annual elections. In the event of the dissolution of the organization, the advisor is responsible for supervising the liquidation of assets and the payment of liabilities as set forth in Article X of this constitution.

Article IX - Meetings

Section 1: At least one general meeting shall be held each month from September to June.

Article X - Amending the Constitution

Section 1: Proposed amendments should be put in writing and proposed to the organization by a voting member for at least two consecutive meetings immediately preceding the meeting in which the amendment will be acted upon. An attempt shall also be made to notify voting members least fifteen (15) days prior to action on the amendment via E-mail. Passage of an amendment to the constitution of Buckeyes for Israel shall require three-fourths (3/4) approval of the voting members present at the time of voting.

Article XI - Dissolution

Section 1: This organization shall be dissolved upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Board and a two-thirds (2/3) vote of voting members.

Section 2: In the event of the dissolution of this organization, the Executive Board shall, after payment of all liabilities of the organization, must determine an appropriate manner in which to distribute outstanding assets. The recipient(s) of any outstanding funds must be a recognized pro-Israel organization or other entity.
Section 3: Under no circumstances shall any property or remaining assets of this organization upon dissolution be distributed to any officer, member, employee, or subsidiary of the organization.


Section 4: This organization does not discriminate on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, protected veteran status, or any other bases under the law, in its activities, programs, admission, and employment.
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