
Quidditch League of The Ohio State University 

Constitution and Amendments
Last Modified 4/23/2014
Article I: Name and Objectives

Section 1:

Quidditch League of The Ohio State University

Section 2: 

The purpose of Quidditch League is to provide a competitive and team-like atmosphere between fellow Ohio State student athletes and collegiate teams across the nation.  The Quidditch League is dedicated to improving the muggle quidditch skills of its members while encouraging them to participate in friendly competition and social events with ourselves and other teams.  

      Section 3:

 This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. 

Article II: Membership Status

Section 1: 


Members are currently enrolled students at The Ohio State community who regularly attend club meetings, and participate in Quidditch practice, games and other club activities.    

Section 2: 


Members of the Quidditch League of the Ohio State University must pay team dues.  These dues will be used for club activities and for maintaining club equipment.  

  
Article III: Leadership Positions

Section 1:  Leadership Positions and Descriptions

The positions of leadership on the executive committee of the Ohio State University Quidditch League include: 

President: term is one academic year, is the top authority in the club and the executive board, proposes changes that come to her/his attention to the board and can only vote on a change in the case of a tie vote among the board members.  The president oversees all activities the club participates in and can also assist in those activities. The president coordinates activities with other university clubs and organizations and continually looks for these opportunities, as long as they are deemed appropriate by the president and vice-president.  To be deemed appropriate, the activity must have the potential to promote the Quidditch League to non-members of the University Community. The president shall be in charge of communication between the club and faculty advisor. Furthermore, the president is the delegator in any issue that may arise in the club, both between its members or between a member and the club itself.   Finally, the president helps coordinate activity details such as setting up a place and time for the activity to be held and is responsible for planning and executing fund-raising opportunities.
The President has final say over any matters involving the club, including matters within the club, between the club and the university, or between a member and the club.  The president is required to consult with the Vice President before making any decisions regarding issues outside the club.  The president may, however, act on his/her own will in regards to issues within the club.

Vice President: term is one academic year, is the second most authority in the club and the executive board, assists the president in her/his duties as well as monitoring the progress of all the other board members.  The vice president also coordinates activity details such as setting up a place and time for the activity to be held and is responsible for planning and executing fund-raising opportunities. This includes the Annual Yule Ball, the largest event put on by the Quidditch League, open to the University Community, in addition to smaller t-shirt sales etc.  The Vice-President will be responsible for planning and executing the Yule Ball, and also putting together a planning committee if needed.  If the Vice President does not think that he/she can run the Yule Ball this responsibility will be passed to the Treasurer or Secretary.
Treasurer: term is one academic year, is in charge of all available funds, collecting dues and/or activity fees, reporting the funds before the board at all executive board meetings and organize club documents.  The treasurer will work with the executive board to set fundraising goals and adjust budgets as necessary.

Travel Coordinator: term is one academic year, is in charge of coordinating transportation and lodging for all events in which the team must travel. 
Team Captains: term is one academic year, are in charge of scheduling, organizing and coordinating practices, games and tournaments as well as assigning team positions for rotation during practice.  
Section 2: Removal of an Executive Board Member

  If the president becomes incapacitated or deemed unfit to serve as president any longer, he/she may take a voluntary leave of absence, in which case the Vice-President will take over the Primary Leadership Position.  In a case where the club sees the President as unfit to lead, a vote may be taken among the active members of the club to remove the President from power.  In this case, active members must have at least a 2/3 majority vote to remove the President from the position.  An active member is defined as someone who is up to date on dues and not in debt to the club and has attended practice/event in the past 5 weeks.  In the case where this occurs, the Vice-President will take the Primary Leadership Position.  

This process may occur to any of the executive board members, including the Vice-President, Treasurer, Travel Coordinator and Captains.  If the Vice-President is removed from power, the Treasurer will take over the Vice-President duties.  If the Treasurer is removed, a Captain will take over the Treasurer duties.  If a Captain is removed, the remaining executive board will choose a new captain.  

All of these cases of removal of power from the executive board are temporary in nature.  In the case of an exec member being removed from power, the remaining executive board must hold an election within 2 weeks (of classes) for that position, following the standard election procedures described later in the constitution.  

   Article IV: Election of Officers

Section 1: Nominations

Nominations for Executive Board shall take place at the weekly meeting at least one week prior to elections.  Nominations can also be accepted from the floor or via letter or email to the President the week prior to elections.  However, no nominations may be taken at the meeting of elections.  

Nominations can include a short statement, limited to one-minute, on the brother’s behalf.

Section 2: Election Procedure
The order of elections shall be: 

1. President
2. Vice-President
3. Treasurer
4. Communications Coordinator
5. Travel Coordinator
6. Team Captains
The outgoing Executive Board shall determine the order of candidates for each election, except for members running for exec positions again.  

Candidates shall have five (5) minutes to speak.

Executive Board candidates shall have ten (10) minutes to answer questions,  the first three questions shall be asked from the outgoing executive board,  followed by a Speaker’s List from the floor.  

Section 3: Discussion
All candidates shall be removed from the room prior to discussion.

Discussion shall commence following the speeches of all candidates for a position and not before.

Discussion topics may vary from position to position and the outgoing executive board not involved in the election will decide when  to move to the next topic and can limit the time of responses and the number of turns to speak for a single person.

All discussion shall remain confidential from the candidates.

Section 4: Voting
Voting includes the following replies:

1) Candidate’s name

2) No Confidence

Note:  If a member votes “no confidence” for an election, this means that the member does not believe that the candidate(s) running are deemed fit for the position.

Voting shall be required to be done by secret ballot for one candidate.

Votes shall be collected by only the members of the current outgoing executive board members not participating in the election.

Following the tallying of the votes, the candidates shall return and the winner shall be announced.

In the event of a tie with two candidates, the President shall break the tie by a majority vote, unless the President is running in the tied election, in which case the current Vice President shall cast the deciding vote, if the Vice President of Programming is part of the election, the tie breaking vote shall follow the order of succession (Treasurer, then Captain). 

In the event a single candidate runs, and a no-confidence vote is in the majority, the position will be filled by an appointee of the out-going Executive Board until another election with multiple candidates can occur in which the original candidate can run again

Article V: Advisors

Advisers to this student organization are full-time members of the University faculty or Administrative & Professional Staff. Advisers are required to attend the first general meeting and any meeting at which the president requests their attendance.  The expectation by the club and its members of its advisor are that they are supportive of the club concept and purpose, be able to help give ideas about advertising and participation by both students and staff in various club activities as well as advise the club in any issues that may arise.

The advisor must go through training once every two years, as required by University Policies.   

Article VI:  Membership Requirements and Expulsion

Besides what was already discussed in terms of membership expectations and requirements, members must attend a minimum of four meetings/practices per academic quarter, except for summer.  Members may not miss any meetings or practices without a legitimate excuse; this excludes US Cup members, who are to attend every practice. Executive board members must attend at least three executive board only meetings in addition to the club meetings. 

Members must also maintain academic good-standing with the university, being at least a 2.0 quarterly GPA on a 4.0 Scale.  

If any of these expectations are not met by any member of the quidditch league, the executive board can choose to ask a member to leave the league.  If the member refuses, the President and Vice-President have the right to expell the member.  In these cases, the president has the final say on the expulsion and must be the one to do the expelling of the member.  

In the case of an expulsion, a person may come back into the club through a petition.  After petitioning, the members of the league must have a 3/4 majority vote to bring the person back as a member of the club.  

  

Article VII: Bilaw Ammendments

Proposed amendments by active members will be in writing and will not be acted upon in the same meeting in which they were proposed.  The proposed amendments will be read aloud at a general meeting in which votes will be taken, where a simple majority will be needed to approve the bilaw or amendment. Furthermore, all amendments must abide by International Quidditch Association regulations.

  

Article VIII: Club Dissolvment

If the club should dissolve, all assets of the club will go to the president for further disposal and, if any debt remains, it will be paid for in increments by all members. 

Appendix A:  The Sport of Quidditch, Rules and Regulations 

    Game Play: 

        Positions: 

 1) Keeper: This player is responsible for defending his team’s hoops and preventing the other team from launching the Quaffle through them. He can do this using his hands, feet or broom. Once the Keeper has possession of the Quaffle, it is Keeper's ball and no player is to attack him. 

2) Seeker: This player’s job is to chase down the Snitch Runner and remove the Snitch from him/her. Once the Snitch is caught, the game ends and points are tallied up. The team that caught the Snitch gains an extra 30 points. 

3) Chasers (3): These players must move the Quaffle down the field, by running and/or passing, and with the aim of throwing or kicking it through the opposing team’s goal hoops. 

4) Beaters (2): These players must throw or kick the Bludgers at opposing players in order to temporarily knock them out of play. 

Section 2: 

A safety officer must be present at all practices and games and will be certified in CPR. 

  

Appendix B:  Yule Ball


The Yule Ball will serve as the main fundraising event for the Quidditch League. The Ball will be held in Winter Quarter of the academic year. The event is a semi-formal dance for the OSU and Quidditch communities. Funds will be raised through ticket sales. 


The coordinator of the Yule Ball, the Vice President, unless he/she is unable to fulfill the planning duties, in which case he/she can appoint a coordinator who can fulfill these duties and will be in frequent contact with the Vice President and other officials to complete the duties necessary. Yule Ball coordinators are expected to make executive decisions regarding Yule Ball, including date/time, ticket prices, expenditures and coordinating event details. The Vice President is responsible for overseeing the Yule Ball Coordinators or planning committee.

