constitution of delta delta sigma –

the pre-dental club at the ohio state university
Article I: Name, Purpose, and Non-Discriminatory Policy of the Delta Delta Sigma – the Pre-Dental Club at The Ohio State University.
Section 1 - Name:  Delta Delta Sigma - The Pre-Dental Club at The Ohio State University

Section 2 - Purpose: The purpose of Delta Delta Sigma is to provide a forum for all students with an interest in pursuing careers in the dental profession.  We promote an environment in which our members may become more knowledgeable about the field of dentistry, the curriculum in dental school/dental hygiene, and the process of applying.  We encourage service and social participation so that our members may familiarize themselves with each other as well as The Ohio State University College of Dentistry and its faculty.

Section 3 - Non-Discrimination Policy:  Discrimination against any individual based upon protected status, which is defined as age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status, is prohibited.
Article II:  Membership:  Qualifications and categories of membership
Section 1 – Membership: Membership is limited to currently enrolled Ohio State students. Faculty, alumni, professionals, and others affiliated with The Ohio State University are eligible to become non-voting associates of the Pre-Dental Club. The Ohio State University Pre-Dental Club is student initiated, student led, and student run. 

Section 2 – Qualifications and categories of membership: Voting membership is to be made up of only currently enrolled Ohio State students.  Voting members must have paid their non-refundable annual dues, as determined by that year’s group of officers. Should a member choose to leave the organization, he or she should notify the current president to be removed from the roster. Should the conduct of a member be inappropriate and/or tarnish the reputation of the club, that member can be forcibly removed from Delta Delta Sigma by a majority vote of the current group of officers.
Article III: Affiliation with American Student Dental Association

Section 1 - Identity and Origin: From May 2016 on, the Ohio State Pre-Dental Club has signed a contractual agreement with the American Student Dental Association that recognizes the Ohio State Pre-Dental Club as the additional title of American Student Dental Association Predental Chapter at The Ohio State University (ASDA Predental Chapter at OSU). This affiliation between the OSU Pre-Dental Club and ASDA will exist for as long as the terms and agreements stated in the ASDA Chapter affiliation agreement and constitution are followed. As of Autumn semester 2016 at The Ohio State University, the ASDA Predental Chapter at OSU has been recognized as an official OSU Club/Organization.
Section 2 – Dual membership of Officers: All Pre-Dental Club officers (executives) who hold the positions stated below will be required to hold ASDA membership by paying ASDA national dues as per their annual membership requirements so that they are active ASDA members. This is required as all officers elected for and serving as Ohio State Pre-Dental Club officers will also be required to serve as ASDA Pre-Dental Chapter at OSU officers.

Section 3 – Best Interests: The officers of the OSU Pre-Dental Club will always act in the best interests of the OSU Pre-Dental Club and its members over those of the ASDA Predental Chapter at OSU. Conflicting situations should rarely if ever arise but should that happen, the OSU Pre-Dental Club will always take priority.
Section 4 – Dual membership of General Members: Any student who completes the requirements for membership of both the OSU Pre-Dental Club and ASDA Predental Chapter at OSU may be members of both. Completing only one of the clubs’ requirements or paying only one of the clubs’ dues does not provide membership to the other. This is important for the ASDA’s national record keeping of members.
Article IV: Leadership of Delta Delta Sigma:  Officer Titles and Duties
Section 1 – Positions: Leadership positions shall be filled for a President, Vice President, Treasurer, ODA Liaison, Secretary, Social Chair, Service Chair, and Webmaster.

Section 2 – President: The president shall preside over all meetings, act as a liaison between advisor and club, schedule speakers, times, and locations for meetings, oversee the duties of executive members, coordinate committee members, as well as delegate any unassigned responsibilities.  He/she will attend the Presidential Training seminar and keep up to date with student organization regulations. Prior to meetings the president shall prompt the club with an overview of the events for the meeting. Additional responsibilities include, but are not limited to, the following: organizing bi-weekly meetings; being available as a contact for current and prospective members; making and maintaining connections with other organizations (i.e. Ohio Dental Association, ASDA, OSU College of Dentistry and Admissions Office, other dental schools, dental professionals, etc.); delegating responsibilities to other officers; meeting new members; maintaining the club’s status as the premier pre-dental organization at OSU. 
Section 3 – Vice President: The vice president shall coordinate the proceedings of the general body meetings in advance of the meeting, assist the president in any manner needed, and act as a liaison between president and club.  He/she shall assist the service chair (and any other leaders of service events) to organize and implement volunteer events by promoting club participation and seeking out new and beneficial service opportunities.

Section 4 – Treasurer: The treasurer shall collect dues, keep accurate records of all receipts and expenditures, pay bills incurred by club activities, report balance at all meetings, be present at all money exchanges related to the club, oversee fundraising efforts, and be responsible for acquiring food and materials for all general meetings.  He/she shall attend the Treasurer Training seminar, file for Programming and Operating funds from the university, and regulate all bank transactions.

Section 5 – ODA Liason: The Ohio Dental Association Liaison shall coordinate events with the Ohio Dental Association to foster a relationship between club members and organized dentistry in Ohio. The ODA Liaison shall organize volunteers for the Annual Session in September, as well as plan logistics of a club trip to Chicago to attend the Mid-Winter Meeting in February. He/she will work with the Treasurer to raise funds for the Chicago trip, as well as the President and Service Chair in organizing volunteers on an as-needed basis for ODA events.

Section 6 – Secretary: The secretary shall record detailed minutes of all executive and general body meetings and forward a typed version to club members following each meeting.  He/she shall record attendance at both executive and general meetings, keep up-to-date records of members including names, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and current class status.
Section 7 – Social Chair: The social chair shall schedule social events for all club members.  This includes but is not limited to intramural sports, cookouts, ski trips, end-of-the-semester social events, etc.

Section 8 – Service Chair: The service chair shall be responsible for finding, organizing, and coordinating service activities that are of interest to club members.  They will work with the vice president to organize and seek out club participation in various volunteer opportunities throughout the school year (i.e. Big Brothers Big Sisters, Habitat for Humanity, Crest Program, etc.)

Section 9 – Webmaster: The club webmaster shall be responsible for keeping the website up to date with upcoming events, meeting minutes, pictures, and other desired items.  He/she shall attend the SOURCE's "Webmaster Training" seminar and operate the website using programs such as FrontPage or Dreamweaver.
Article V:  Officer Selection and Removal
Section 1- Selection: Officers will be elected by gaining the most votes from the club’s voting members after giving a speech to the club.  The current standing officers are able to vote in the election.  In the event of a tie, each candidate will be required to answer a question from the person currently holding the office up for election.  After each candidate has answered this question, there will be a re-vote.  Elections for the upcoming school year will be held during the spring of the previous year (i.e. officers for 2012-13 will be elected during spring of 2012).
Section 2 – Removal: Officers may be removed from their position if two or more voting members contact another current officer with a report of questionable behavior/conduct that demonstrate a significant reason for removal. A meeting of the entire executive committee, advisor, and the plaintiffs is required to discuss the conduct and/or actions of the officer and whether or not they are legitimate grounds for removal. The defending officer is guaranteed the right to a fair trial, right to due process, right to receive adequate representation and the right to confront the plaintiff(s). The vote for removal of that officer is to be determined by a majority vote by the executive committee only (a quorum being present). In the event an officer is removed, another officer election is to be held as described above.
Article VI:  Executive committee
Section 1 – Duty: It is the duty of the leadership positions to also serve as the executive committee.
Article VII:  Standing committees
Section 1 – Formation: Standing committees should be formed on a case by case basis, as needed, by the executive committee with members appointed by the president.
Section 2 – 2017 to 2018 Standing Committee: For the 2017-2018 year the position of Senior Membership Chair will be formed for the addition of a dedicated senior to assist the elected executive committee. With only 2 of the elected executive board members being seniors while the rest are juniors, the current executive board has agreed that this position will benefit the club as a second source of pre-dental advice and experience.
Article VIII:  Advisor(s)
Section 1 – Eligibility: The advisor shall be a full time member of the University faculty or Administrative & Professional staff.  If an advisor is found who does not meet these criteria, a co-advisor must be chosen who is a member of the University classifications.  The advisor shall act as a secondary name on the bank account of the club, and have the ability to sign checks.  The advisor should provide meaningful suggestions, support, and assistance to the organization.  The advisor shall also oversee and approve of the election process.

Article IX:  Meetings of the organization
Section 1 – Expectations: Meetings of the Delta Delta Sigma shall be required at least once a semester, except for summer semester, in which there need be none.  However, in order to facilitate the club, many additional meetings should be held, with their number, date, and location to be determined by the president with the best interest of all the members of the club in mind.

Article X:  Methods for amending this constitution: Proposals, notice, and voting requirements
Section 1:  Proposals:  Proposed amendments shall be put in writing.

Section 2:  Notice:  Proposed amendments shall be presented at a general club meeting, and then presented at one more subsequent meeting.

Section 3:  Voting:  Voting shall occur at the 2nd subsequent meeting from which the proposed amendment originally was presented.  The constitution shall be amended if the proposal passed by a 2/3 vote (a quorum being present).

Article XI:  Dissolution of organization:
Section 1 – Requirements: If a time has come for the club to dissolve, then as agreed upon by a 2/3rds vote (a quorum being present) of the club, dissolution of the Pre-Dental club shall occur.  Any debts must be paid by the treasurer using the organization’s funds.  Should any assets of the club exist, these shall be donated to persons or organizations by the advisor of the Pre-Dental club in a manner he/she sees fit.
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