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ARTICLE I
NAME
In accordance with the wording of the charter of Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity, this chapter located in Columbus, Ohio and founded on October 12, 1888 shall be known as Beta Nu Chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity.

ARTICLE II
PURPOSE
The purpose of this chapter shall be:

To unite women, through membership selection, in a close bond of friendship;

To select members of its choice;

To properly maintain the organization and operation of the chapter;

To cooperate with the host institution in advancing academic interest and promoting higher standards of social conduct; and

To cooperate with other campus organizations in solving mutual problems and building higher standards of womanhood.

ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Membership. Membership in Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Fraternity Bylaws, Article III. A chapter member in good standing shall be in accordance with the Fraternity Bylaws, Article III. Section 6. Affiliation of a member who transfers to another university or college shall be in accordance with the Fraternity Bylaws, Article III. Section 7.

Section 2. Participation. Members who are unable to participate in chapter activities because of school-incurred responsibilities may be classified Special Status in accordance with chapter Standing Rules, Rule XVI.

ARTICLE IV
OFFICERS AND STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Section 1. Officers.
1. Officers. The officers of the chapter shall be as specified in the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XI. Section 2.

2. Standing Committee Chairmen. The Standing Committee Chairmen shall be as specified in the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XI. Section 3.

3. Special Committees. Special Committees may be appointed by the Chapter Council and approved by the chapter as deemed necessary.

4. Duties. The duties of the officers and Standing Committee Chairmen shall be as specified in the chapter manuals.

Section 2. Nomination of Officers and Standing Committee Chairmen.
1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee and procedures shall be as specified in the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XI. Section 6.

2. Procedures. The chapter shall establish procedures regarding the presentations of the nominee’s qualifications. Presentations of the nominee’s qualifications shall be made both orally and by written statement by a sponsoring member in front of the chapter at least one week prior to voting (on nominating night). When the President calls for nominations from the floor, a member stands, makes the nominations, and gives a brief statement about why she feels the candidate is qualified for the office.

1. No negative statements or comments allowed.

2. Discussion shall be limited to comments related to the qualifications for office.

3. A set time limit of one minute for comments or statements by the chapter member.  This time should be the same amount of time allotted for the Nominating Committee’s presentation.

Section 3. Election
1. Election. Chapter election of officers and Standing Committee Chairmen shall be held annually between November 1 and March 31, unless an exception is granted by the Regional Director of Chapters and specified in the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XI. Section 6. B.

2. Voting Procedures. Voting shall be by ballot, and, a majority vote of the members present at the meeting and voting shall elect. The procedure if a majority vote is not achieved on the first ballot is as follows: 

1. If there are more than two members running for an office, a primary vote is taken in which all but the two members with the most votes are dropped from the running

2. A majority vote is then required of one of the remaining two members running for office.

Section 4. Installation. All chapter officers and Standing Committee Chairmen shall be installed at a formal meeting following a satisfactory period of at least three weeks of officer training.

Section 5. Chapter Council
1. Chapter Council. The Chapter Council shall be the Executive Committee of the chapter and consist of the members specified in the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XI. Section 7.

2. Duties. The duties of the Chapter Council shall be as specified in the chapter manuals. The Chapter Council shall review the Fraternity Bylaws, Standing Rules, and Policies, along with the chapter Bylaws and Standing Rules at the beginning of each term of office.

Section 6. Removal and Vacancies. Removal of officers and Standing Committee Chairmen and vacancies in any office shall be filled in accordance with the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XI. Section 9.

ARTICLE V
MEETINGS
Section 1. Chapter Council Meetings. Meetings of the Chapter Council shall be held once a week during the academic year unless otherwise designated by the chapter President.

Section 2. Chapter Meetings. An annual calendar of meetings shall be established by Chapter Council after installation of officers. The calendar shall include the following meetings: formal, informal business, program and committee. Changes in the calendar, if necessary, shall be determined by the Chapter Council.

Section 3.  Standards Meetings.  Meetings of the Standards Committee shall be held once a week during the academic year unless otherwise designated by the chapter President.

Section 4. Special Meetings. A special chapter meeting may be called by the President, the Chapter Council, or upon written request of fifty percent of the members. The Corresponding Secretary shall notify all members of the time, place and purpose of the meeting.

Section 5. Quorum. A simple majority of the initiated chapter members shall constitute a quorum

Section 6. Voting. A majority of the initiated chapter members present at the meeting and voting shall determine all decisions except where otherwise specified in the chapter Bylaws and Standing Rules.

ARTICLE VI
CHAPTER ADVISERS AND ADVISORY BOARD
An adviser to each chapter Standing Committee, Chapter Council, and the Panhellenic Delegate shall be selected annually. Duties of the advisers shall be defined in the chapter manuals.

ARTICLE VII
CHAPTER DUES AND FEES
Section 1. Finance. All matters pertaining to chapter finance shall be in accordance with the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XVI, XVII and chapter manuals.

Section 2. Dues. Chapter dues and fees shall be determined by the budget and approved by the chapter members annually.

Section 3. House Corporation Fee.
1. Fees. The House Corporation Fee shall be established annually by the Chapter House Association and shall be paid within one year from the date of pledging.

2. Affiliated Members. A member, who has affiliated with the chapter, shall pay annually 25 percent of the chapter’s House Corporation Fee or an amount designated by the House Corporation.

3. Transfers. A member who transfers to the campus, does not affiliate but lives in the Facility, shall pay annually 25 percent of the chapter’s House Corporation Fee or an amount designated by the House Corporation.

ARTICLE VIII
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Section 1. Newsletter. The newsletter shall be published annually. The name of the chapter newsletter shall be Beta Nu News. 

Section 2. Requests for Information. In accordance with the Fraternity Policies, requests for information of any nature or opinion relating to Kappa Kappa Gamma or its members must be approved by the Fraternity President or National Panhellenic Conference Delegate before an answer, oral or written, is submitted.

Section 3. Endorsements, Promotions and National Publicity.
In accordance with the Fraternity Policies, requests for endorsements of products, participation in commercial promotions, or pictures and/or articles about the chapter or its members for use by the national media must be approved by the Fraternity Vice President of Standards and Chapter President.
ARTICLE IX
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Section 1. Validated Grade Records. Validated grade records shall be maintained by the Scholarship Committee for each member and new member. Validated grades will be picked up by the Vice President of Academic Excellence within fourteen days of the beginning of the term. Validated grade changes shall be submitted to the Vice President of Academic Excellence within fourteen days of receipt of grade change.

ARTICLE X
DELEGATES
Section 1. General Convention and Province Meetings. The delegate to the General Convention and the Province Meeting shall be the chapter President unless excused by the Province Director of Chapters in consultation with the Regional Director of Chapters. To be eligible to vote, the delegate shall be in good standing and the chapter accredited according to the Fraternity Standing Rules, Rule II.

Section 2. College Panhellenic Council. The chapter shall send representatives to the College Panhellenic Council in accordance with the Fraternity Bylaws, Article XXIV. Section 2.

ARTICLE XI
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the chapter in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws, the Fraternity Bylaws, Standing Rules, and Policies. (Fraternity Bylaws, Article XXVII)

ARTICLE XII
AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended at any regular business meeting of the chapter by a two-thirds (2/3) voted of those present and voting, provided notice of any proposed amendments has been given at the previous meeting. The proposed amendments shall not conflict with the Fraternity Bylaws, Standing Rules, and Policies.
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ATTENDANCE
Rule I. Required Chapter Events. All chapter members shall be required to attend Chapter meetings, initiation, Inspiration Week Events, membership recruitment events and selection activities, and other functions as determined by the chapter.

Rule II. Initiation. All initiated undergraduate chapter members shall be required to attend initiation.

ABSENCES

Rule III. Excused Absences
Section 1. Chapter Meetings and Required Chapter functions.
1. Written Excuses. Emailed excuses for missing a chapter meeting and/or required chapter function shall be submitted to the Recording Secretary for approval by the Chapter Council, before the Chapter Council meeting the Sunday before an event.  All excuses will be emailed to the Beta Nu Gmail account:  excuses.kappa@gmail.com 

2. Accepted Excuses. Acceptable excused absences shall be illness, family emergency, a required class offered only during the meeting/function time, school conflict, valid emergency, religious conflict or work conflict previously approved by the chapter council.
3. Approval. Emailed excuses for missing Chapter meetings and required Chapter functions shall be submitted in advance to the Recording Secretary for approval

4. Notification. The Recording Secretary shall notify the chapter member of the decision of the Chapter Council. Members will receive an email if it was not approved by Chapter Council.

Section 2. Initiation & Inspiration Week Events

1. Written Excuses. Emailed excuses for missing Initiation and/or Inspiration week events shall be submitted at least two weeks in advance to the Chapter Council Advisor for approval in accordance with the Fraternity Standing Rules, Rule X.

2. Accepted Excuses. Acceptable excuses shall be serious illness, family emergency, valid emergency, or religious conflict.  Work is not an excuse.

3. Approval. Emailed excuses for missing Initiation and/or Inspiration Week events shall be submitted in advance to the Recording Secretary for approval

4. Notification. The Recording Secretary shall notify the chapter member of the decision of the Chapter Council. Members will receive an email if it was not approved by Chapter Council. For every missed or unexcused Inspiration Week event and/or Initiation, the member will receive the amount of 2 unexcused absences for the single event.   

Section 3. Membership Recruitment and Selection Meetings.
1. Written Excuses. Emailed excuses for missing a membership recruitment activity, including workshop, recruitment rounds or selection meeting, shall be submitted to the Recording Secretary for approval one week prior to the activity.

2. Accepted Excuses. Excused absences shall be a serious illness, a class, internship, religious conflict or family emergency.

3. Approval. Emailed excuses for missing Recruitment and Selection Meetings shall be submitted in advance to the Recording Secretary for approval

4. Notification. The Recording Secretary shall notify the chapter member of the decision of the Chapter Council. Members will receive an email if it was not approved by Chapter Council.  For every missed or unexcused recruitment event or selection session, the member will receive the amount of 2 unexcused absences for the single event.   
Rule IV. Unexcused Absences. 

Section 1. Chapter Member Absences.
1. First Unexcused Absence. Following the first unexcused absence, the Recording Secretary shall contact the chapter member.

2. Second Unexcused Absence. Following the second unexcused absence, the Standards Committee shall contact the chapter member.

3. Third Unexcused Absence. Following the third unexcused absence, the chapter member shall be invited to attend a meeting of the Standards Committee, with a possible probationary period to follow.

Section 2. Officer Attendance
1. Officer attendance at Chapter Council and Chapter meetings is mandatory.  Excused absences shall be determined by the same rules which govern other functions.

2. In place of an absent Chapter officer, her assistant or a committee member must be present.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Rule V. Academic Excellence. The chapter shall establish a scholarship rule for membership selection annually at the chapter planning workshop in accordance with Fraternity Bylaws, Article III, Section 1.A.1.

Section 1. Qualifications. To be considered for membership, the prospective member shall have a minimum GPA as follows:

1. Freshmen. A freshman shall have a minimum of a 2.5 cumulative G.P.A.

2. All Potential Members. All prospective members shall have a 2.0 g.p.a. or its equivalent under any other grading system for the previous completed term as a full-time student at a college or university.

3. Higher GPA. Beta Nu Chapter may require a higher GPA for membership recruitment. Exceptions to the chapter’s own requirements may be made by a ¾ vote of the chapter members present and voting

Section 2. Exceptions. In extraordinary cases, the chapter may petition the Regional Director of Chapters in consultation with the Province Director of Chapters for an exception to the minimum GPA requirement.

CHAPTER EVENTS
Rule VI. Event Procedure. The Risk Management Chair and Event Chair shall approve annually a social contract for all social functions and each chapter member shall sign the approved contract.

Rule VII. Transportation. The Chapter shall develop a transportation procedure for all chapter functions held off campus, in accordance with the Fraternity Policy.

Section 1. Procedures. The appropriate committee shall determine the transportation procedure before each event.

1. Any chapter member failing to adhere to the established transportation procedures shall be referred to the Standards Committee and asked to leave the function, being responsible for the expense of their own transportation.

2. The member will be referred to the Standards committee for potential disciplinary action

Section 2. Expenses. The expense for the transportation shall be included in the chapter budget.

Section 3. Non-member participation. Any non member of the Fraternity may not attend any chapter functions. No Potential New Member (PNM) may attend any event other than chapter dinner, daily meals, a sisterhood event, or an approved recruitment event.

CHAPTER MEETINGS
Rule VIII. Weekly Meetings. An annual calendar of weekly meetings shall be established by the Chapter Council. The weekly chapter meeting shall be held on Mondays at 6:00 pm.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION
Rule IX. Disciplinary Action. All chapter members shall adhere to the Fraternity Bylaws, Standing Rules, and Policies. Failure to do so may result in disciplinary action.

FINANCES
Rule X. Member Accounts. The chapter member’s account is payable in full; within 14 days of the bill, or as specified by the Treasurer. The due date shall be stated on each bill.

Rule XI. Payment Plan.
Section 1. Requests for Payment Plan. A request for Payment Plans shall be approved by the Treasurer. All money due shall be paid within the semester or quarter.

Section 2. Terms. Payment Plan terms shall be established as follows:

1. Payment 1. Due within 30 days of date of original bill for 40 percent of the entire bill

2. Payment 2. Due within 60 days of date of original bill for 30 percent of entire bill

3. Payment 3. Due within 90 days of date of original bill for 30 percent of the entire bill

Section 3. Past Due Payments. If the bill is over 1 day late, the chapter member will receive a reminder from the treasurer.  7 days after the due date if the bill had no been paid or a payment plan has not been established, the member will be referred to the Standards Committee.  At that time, social privileges may be revoked.

Section 4. Exceptions. Exceptions to the established payment plans shall be approved by the Treasurer.

Rule XII. Delinquent Accounts.
Section 1. Past Due Accounts. If an account is 7 calendar days past due, The Standards Committee shall meet with the chapter member and establish a deadline for payment or a payment schedule.

Section 2. Deferment of Payments. A request for deferment of payment shall be granted at the discretion of the Treasurer.
Section 3. Failure to Meet Financial Obligations. Failure to pay the account receivable or maintain the payment schedule may result in loss of membership or breaking her pledge of membership and referral of the debt to small claims court or a collection agency.

HAZING
Rule XIII. Hazing. Hazing is prohibited and any chapter failing to comply is subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the Fraternity Bylaws, Article IV. Section 2.

Section 1.  Annual Risk Management Presentation.  It is the duty of the Risk Management Chair to annually educate new members and initiated members about liabilities, risk management, and preventative hazing measures.

Kappa Kappa Gamma and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status

HOUSING
Rule XIV. Housing. The management of the chapter facility shall be in accordance with the procedures set forth in the Fraternity resources and established by the House Committee and the House Board.

Section 1. House Rules. All chapter members shall be subject to the following rules as established by the House Committee and approved by the chapter:

1. Chapter closing hours are from 2:00 a.m.-7:45 a.m. Monday through Friday and 4:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Saturday and Sunday in accordance with the Fraternity Policies.

B. Meals will be as follows: Breakfast Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. Lunch: 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. The kitchen is open from 7 a.m.-Noon Saturday and Sunday.

C. The kitchen may not be used by any chapter member without permission from the House Director or Cook.

4. All members living in the chapter house shall receive parking spots before out of house members. The following spots shall remain for the employees, House Director, Housekeeper, and Cook. No member of Kappa may use these spaces. No out of house member of Kappa may park in the parking lot, except with the permission of the house chair or the president. 

5. All chapter members shall have their fingerprint put in the front and back doors.

6. Bikes shall be kept in the shed or basement. Bikes kept in the basement should be taken down the back stairs.

7. The facility will close for vacation at a time announced by the House Director.

8. A Chapter member may not live in the same room three consecutive terms. Exceptions must be approved by Chapter Council.

9. The following officers are required to live in the chapter house starting September during their term: President, Vice President-Operations, Vice President-Standards, House Chairman, Treasurer, New Member Chairman, Membership Chairman.

10. Men are allowed in the chapter house public areas, consisting of the first floor, boiler room, and study room, until closing hours. Men are only allowed on the 2nd and 3rd floors during pre-determined visitation hours (With exception to employees) during 8 a.m. until 11 p.m.
11. Smoking is only allowed on the back porch of the chapter house. Smoking is not permitted on the front lawn or anywhere inside the chapter house.

Section 2. Room Assignments. The House Committee is responsible for roommate assignments.

A. Procedure. The procedure for room assignments is as follows:

1. First priority shall be given the President, VP-Standards, House Chairman, Treasurer, New Member Chairman, VP-Organization, and VP-Academic Excellence, in that order.

2. The remaining rooms shall be assigned based on the following criteria: credit hours, initiation date, quarters lived in, and offices held or being held (point system)

3. A graduating senior, or a member with senior status at Ohio State applying for alum status at the end of the school year, may opt to remain in their room for their final two consecutive quarters. The House Chair will approve all senior requests and must be notified when rooming slips are distributed.

B. Room and Board. No chapter member shall receive free room and/or board.

Section 3. Live-in Rule. It is the responsibility of each chapter member to ensure that the chapter facility is filled to capacity. Each member has an obligation to live in the house unless it is full. A freshman or sophomore new member is obligated to live in 2 years, a junior new member 1 year. Permission to move from the chapter facility may be granted if the house is full or live-in obligation has been met.

1. Establishment of Live-in Rule. The live in rule shall be in accordance with the Fraternity resources as follows:

1. Point System: One point for each active quarter and one point for each quarter already lived in the house,

Officer Points:

i. present elected officer 10 points

ii. present appointed officer 5 points

iii. past elected officer 5 points

iv. past appointed officer 1 point

2. Contracts are signed for a full year and a member will be bound to it unless they find themselves a replacement.

A. Exceptions. Exceptions to the live-in rule must be in accordance with the Fraternity Policy and will be granted on a case-by-case basis by the House Advisory Board.

Section 4. House Committee Responsibility. The House Committee shall be responsible for enforcement of the chapter rules. After two infractions, the chapter member may be referred to the Standards Committee.

LEGACIES
Rule XV. Legacies. The chapter shall establish its legacy rule annually.  Legacies shall be invited to the first 2 recruitment rounds. Women having letters of recommendation will be invited to the first round of recruitment. Legacies receiving and accepting an invitation to the preference round shall be placed at the top of the bid list.  If a legacy is not invited to subsequent recruitment rounds, the chapter President must contact the appropriate associated Kappa alumni member.
AFFILIATES

Rule XVI. Affiliates.  In order for a Kappa to transfer into Beta Nu, she must fulfill the following requirements.  The first requirement is that the affiliating Kappa must have a letter of good standing sent to Beta Nu by her former chapter.  The second requirement is one quarter of affiliate status.  During that time, the affiliate may attend all chapter events, except Inspiration Week, and social events.  The third requirement is at the beginning of the affiliate’s second quarter, the chapter must take a vote and have at least ¾ vote in favor of accepting her as a sister.  If all requirements are not filled, then she may not affiliate into the chapter.

SPECIAL STATUS
Rule XVII. Special Status. Members who are unable to participate in chapter activities because of school-incurred activities shall be classified Special Status. Special Active Status may be approved for a school related responsibility which can include: an academic demand, internship, student teaching, varsity athletics, student government, and others as approved by the Chapter Council. Special Status may be granted by the Chapter Council with approval of the Finance Adviser, and granted only to a member in good standing.

Section 1. Duration. The duration of the Special Active Status shall be established at the time the request is approved, but shall be less then a school year.

Section 2. Chapter Totals and GPA. The chapter member shall be listed as an active member of the chapter on the membership roll, and be counted in the chapter total. The chapter member’s grades shall be included in the chapter GPA.

Section 3. Participation. The chapter member shall participate in chapter activities as her school related responsibility allow and committed to on her application.

Section 4. Fees. The chapter member shall pay a Per Capita fee and chapter fee according to the degree of participation.

Section 5. New Member Special Status. In special cases, a request for Special Status may be granted to a new member. In such cases, approval must be obtained from the Regional Director of Chapters.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Rule XVIII. Special Occasions. The chapter shall celebrate the Fraternity’s Founders Day in an appropriate manner in accordance with the Fraternity Standing Rules, Rule XXI. The chapter shall celebrate Beta Nu’s Founders Day in an appropriate manner. 

PHILANTHROPY
Rule XIX. The Philanthropy Committee shall hold at least one philanthropic event per year, and the money earned from this event shall be donated to the Kappa Kidney Camp or RIF Foundation. Any extra shall go to an organization of choice as designated by the chapter.

AMENDMENTS
Rule XX. Amendments. These Standing Rules may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting. They may be amended or rescinded by a majority vote of those present and voting after previous notice, or by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting without prior notice.


