Jacob’s Porch Students

Constitution

PREAMBLE

We, students at The Ohio State University, acknowledging the love of Jesus Christ, and the grace of God, and living in relationship with God, frame this constitution to engage and empower community, worship, evangelism and service in the Good News of Jesus Christ in this academic community.  

ARTICLE I: NAME, PUROPSE, NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY,  






MEMBERSHIP

SECTION I: NAME OF ORGANIZATION

The name of this organization shall be Jacob’s Porch Students at The Ohio State University, hereinafter referred to as the Students. It is affiliated with Jacob’s Porch (Lutheran Campus Ministry – Ohio State)

SECTION II: PURPOSE

The purposes of the Student Ministry shall be:


A. To provide a community for all those currently in, or searching for a personal

     relationship with God, through Jesus Christ.


B. To support growth in the faith life of individuals and community through four

     pillars:


           1. Community

                       2. Worship

                       3. Evangelism

                       4. Service


C. To advance the understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and its





     implications for our community in our personal, educational, professional, and 
 
     occupational lives.


D. To communicate and cooperate with fellow Christians at The Ohio State 



     University in ecumenical concerns.


E. To provide opportunities for encounter with and witness to non-Christian 
     
     persons and groups.

            F. This organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational   
     and scientific purposes under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, 

     or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

SECTION III: NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY

A. No individual shall be denied membership or the right to participate in the Students because of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, age, political views, veteran status, sexual orientation, or disability.

SECTION IV: MEMBERSHIP

A. The membership of the Students shall consist of students of The Ohio State University who worship at Jacob’s Porch at The Ohio State University, hereinafter referred to as Jacob’s Porch, and who subscribe to the purposes stated above, regardless of denominational affiliation.

B. Jacob’s Porch Students has an open membership policy. The Students community is not limited to members of Jacob’s Porch. It also includes the students, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of Jacob’s Porch, its previous organizations, and The Ohio State University who worship with us. Members may join or leave at any time.
C. If impeachment is felt necessary, those members feeling so will bring it to the attention of the President of Students. He will confer with the member and make an attempt to solve the issue. If the situation still persists the President will confer with the advisors and if necessary the Board of Directors. A decision will be made whether the member will be allowed to continue to participate in events and voting with the organization, or will be removed banned from membership. 
ARTICLE II: ORGANIZATION

The powers of the Students shall be vested in the Officers of the Students.

ARTICLE III: OFFICERS & STUDENT LEADERSHIP

A. The members of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU) shall choose from among themselves one member who shall serve as the President of the Students, one who shall serve as Vice President of the Students, and one who shall serve as Treasurer of the Students. These selections are made by open discussion at a meeting held in April. All members are invited. Any members present and the advisors may make and discuss suggestions for officers. Final selections are made and approved by the advisors based on the members input.
B. The officers of the Students shall consist of one of each of

a. President, who shall:

I. Conduct meetings of the officers of the Student Ministry.

II. Facilitate communication between the members of the Students and the Jacob’s Porch Leadership Team (LCM-OSU)

III. Represent the Students at meetings of the Jacob’s Porch Board of Directors (LCM-OSU)

IV. Be informed of developments within the community that need attention and refer them to the appropriate individuals or groups.

V. Attend all necessary organizational leadership meetings as required by The Ohio State University.

b. Vice President, who shall:

I. Serve as President in the absence of the President, and assist with all Presidential duties.

II. Perform any other tasks for the good of the ministry when possible

c. Treasurer, who shall:

I. Count the offering at the end of worship, record it, and transfer it to the Students checking account.

II. Prepare monthly financial statements as appropriate for the Board of Directors for Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU)

III. Attend all Board of Director of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU) meetings if possible.

IV. Be responsible for assisting with grant applications through The Ohio State University in a timely fashion, and submitting receipts for reimbursement in a timely fashion.

V. Perform other duties necessary for the Students to remain in compliance with The Ohio State University’s financial requirements for student organizations.

VI. Attend all required training and meetings for Treasurers as required by The Ohio State University.

C. As stated in Article VII.A., an annual meeting is held each year in spring quarter (usually late April or early May) to elect and approve the officers for the following year. Election of officers is conducted by popular vote of all members in attendance. Officer selections are approved by the board of directors.
D. If impeachment is necessary, those members feeling so are to bring it to the attention of the advisors and the board of directors. After reviewing the situation, if the advisors feel it is necessary, the officer will be removed from his or her position. 

a. If the President is removed, the Vice President will serve in interim for the remainder of the year until new officers are selected in Spring Quarter. He or she will then select a new Vice President from the members of Jacob’s Porch consulting with the advisors and Board of Directors for approval.

b. If the Vice President or Treasurer is removed, the President will select a member from Jacob’s Porch to fill the position in interim for the remainder of the year until new officers are selected. The President will consult with the advisors and Board of Directors for approval.

ARTICLE IV – ADVISORS

A. The pastor(s) of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU) at The Ohio State University, referred to throughout this Constitution as Pastor, and shall serve as an advisor to the Students

B. In addition, the Student Ministry shall have one advisor who is a full-time member of the faculty or administrative/professional staff of The Ohio State University. This person shall be appointed by the Officers of the Student Ministry each Spring Quarter, and approved by the Board of Directors of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU). This advisor shall be considered as a sponsor of the Students by The Ohio State University. There shall be no limitation on the number of times this individual can be appointed to this position.

C. The advisors must complete the SOURCE advisor certification to be eligible.

ARTICLE VI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A. The Board of Directors of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU) shall also serve as oversight, fiscally and spiritually, for the Students.

B. The Board of Directors of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU) shall approve all selections of Officers of the Students and Advisor of the Students.

ARTICLE VII – ANNUAL MEETING

A. Each Spring Quarter (usually late April or early May), after the officer selection meeting describe in Article III.A., the Student Ministry shall hold an annual meeting
B. The purpose of this meeting shall be to all the full membership of the Student Ministry to approve the selection of the officers for the following year, and to conduct any other business as needed with Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU)
ARTICLE VIII – GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

A. This Constitution
B. Governing Documents of the Board of Directors of Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU)
C. Prayerful Discernment
ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution shall be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of those present and voting at a properly called meeting of the membership of the Student Ministry, provided that written notice of each proposed amendment has been provided to the membership of the Student Ministry at least two weeks (14 days) prior to said meeting

ARTICLE X – DISSOLUTION

A. The Student Ministry may be dissolved only as follows: At a properly called meeting of the full membership of the Student Ministry, dissolution shall be proposed and ratified by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) majority of those present and voting. At the next properly called meeting of the Student Ministry, the proposal must be ratified by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of those present voting.

B. In the event of dissolution of the Student Ministry, all records and property of the Student Ministry shall revert to the care of the Board of Directors for Jacob’s Porch (LCM-OSU), who shall also be responsible for any remaining financial responsibilities.

      C.  Upon the dissolution of this organization, assets shall be distributed for one or 
     
      more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 



Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future tax code, or shall be 

   


distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a 
 


public purpose.

    ___________________             _______________________           _____________

Signature of President                               Signature of Vice President                                         Date of Adoption

