CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD FOOD AND CULTURE CLUB AT OHIO STATE

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I. NAME, STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, & NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY 

A. The World Food and Culture Club at Ohio State [hereafter referred to as “the Club”] exists in order to facilitate the appreciation of diversity and culture-awareness through food. 

B. The Club is a student initiated, student-run, student-led, and student-serving club that fosters discussion of cultures and cuisines. The Club exists for the primary benefit of currently enrolled students at Ohio State. 

C.
The Club does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, gender identity or expression, religion, handicap, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, or national or ethnic origin.  

ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

A. OHIO STATE UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS

Membership to the Club is open to all full-time undergraduate or graduate students of the Ohio State community.

B. OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES 

At the discretion of the Executive Board, membership to the Club is also open to other members of the Ohio State community or local community.  
C. DEFINITION OF A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING 

A member of the Club shall be deemed in good standing given that they fulfill two requirements.  First, a member cannot be in arrears to the Club regarding dues.  Second, a member must have attended an average of at least two meetings per quarter for a minimum of one quarter within the previous year.  
D. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS 

All members have the right to attend the Club’s practices.  Members in good standing additionally have the right to vote at Club elections, provided they are also current Ohio State undergraduate or graduate students.  Members in good standing that are not current Ohio State undergraduate or graduate students cannot vote in Club elections, but have the right to attend club elections and express their views.  All members are expected to contribute to the success of the Club.  
ARTICLE III. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

A. EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board shall be responsible for the management of the Club, according to the interests of the members in good standing and the interests of the Ohio State Community, rather than the interests of any individual outside of the Club.  The Executive Board must be composed of currently enrolled undergraduate or graduate students at the Ohio State University.   

The Executive Board shall be composed of the President, the Vice President, the Treasurer, the Social Chair, and the Secretary. Additional roles may be created and subsequently removed at the Executive Board’s discretion with a two-thirds majority of the entire Executive Board, and must include either the President’s or Vice President’s approval. The Executive Board shall convene at least once every month during the operations of the club, where the President shall delegate tasks.  All significant decisions that would materially alter the club shall be made according to a majority vote of a quorum of Executive Board members excluding the President.  In the case of a tied vote, the President shall be granted tiebreaking authority.  A quorum shall be at least a two-thirds majority of the members of the Executive Board, and must include either the President or the Vice President. Both the Vice President and Treasurer shall be designated financial signatories, and will be responsible for the maintenance of duplicate records of the Club’s account with the Ohio Union.  
i. President: The President shall be responsible for the direction and oversight of Club operations in general, and shall be the official representative of the Club at any event within the Ohio State Community. The President must ensure the availability of necessary resources for the functioning of the club, including by timely submitting required paperwork to the Sports Club Office or Ohio Union.  
ii. Vice-President: The Vice-President shall be one of two signatories.  The Vice-President shall aid the President in his general management and coordination capacities, and shall represent the club when the President is unable to fulfill this capacity.  In the case that the standing President abdicates, the Vice President shall rise to President.  

iii. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be one of two signatories and is responsible for all financial matters of the club.  The treasurer must maintain detailed records of all club transactions, including revenues, expenses, and dues, which are to be presented to the Executive Board when requested.  The Treasurer must ensure sufficient cash flows to cover all club debts in a timely fashion. Finally, the Treasurer is primarily responsible for managing the Club’s designated banking account. 

iv. Secretary: The Secretary is responsible for maintaining detailed accounts of Executive Board meetings and for retaining a complete record of all such accounts.  The Secretary is to present said records to Executive Board members when requested.  The Secretary is also responsible for organizing, maintaining, and preserving any and all club documentation to ensure club continuity. In the case that the Secretary is not present at a meeting, then the documentation responsibilities may be assumed by either the President or Vice President.  

v. Social Chair: The Social Chair shall be responsible for the initiation, coordination and execution of social events and fundraising events relating to the club.  The Social Chair shall also coordinate and execute demonstrations and community events within the Ohio State Community. 

B. Elections/Terms of Student Officers: 

Elections for the subsequent year’s Executive Board are to be held in the latter half of the Spring Quarter of an Academic Year.  Any undergraduate club member in good standing may seek appointment to the Executive Board.  The incoming Executive Board members shall be elected by a minimum of a two-thirds majority of the outgoing Executive Board.  Standing Executive Board members seeking another appointment to the Executive Board do not exercise a vote for the desired Executive Board roles.  In the event of a tied vote, the President shall be asked to cast the deciding vote. The Executive Board election shall be announced not less than two weeks prior to its execution, and all reasonable efforts must be made to inform all members in good standing of the impending election. Executive board members are responsible to attend every Executive Board meeting and to remain members in good standing. In the event that there are insufficient candidates for an election to a position on the Executive Board, the President shall appoint undergraduate or graduate students to the necessary positions on the Executive Board.    

C. Removal of Executive Board Member: 

In the case that an Executive Board member fails to fulfill his or her duties to the club as judged by the President or Vice President, or fails to attend in excess of three meetings in a consecutive ten-week period, the Executive Board member in question shall be placed on probation.  The President or the Vice President has the right to seek impeachment of the Executive Board member on probation before the Executive Board as a whole.  The Executive Board member in question may be impeached with a 2/3 majority vote of the Executive Board.  In the case of a premature departure of an Executive Board member, the standing Executive Board may appoint a replacement of the vacated Executive Board role to complete the remaining term. 

D. CLUB ADVISOR

The Club Advisor shall be a member of The Ohio State University faculty or Administrative or Professional Staff.  The Club Advisor shall be chosen by a 2/3 majority vote of the Executive Board.  The Club Advisor must complete all necessary orientation and training as required by the Sports Club Office or the Ohio Union.  The Club Advisor may be removed by a 2/3 majority vote of the Executive Board.  

E. POWER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD


The Executive Board, by majority vote under the direction of the President, shall have paramount authority within the Club to legislate, direct and implement any actions under the auspices of this Constitution, including but not limited to management of the day-to-day affairs of the Club and oversight over the Coach or Instructor(s).  

ARTICLE IV. FINANCIAL STRUCTURE 

REVENUES 

i. Dues: Membership dues shall be set at a reasonable rate per academic year, to be paid at the beginning of the quarter or academic year directly to the Club’s designated bank account. Dues can change by a two-third majority vote of the Executive Board. The changes will take affect in the following academic year. Membership shall be open throughout the academic year, with the dues being valid for that academic year.  Members in good standing also acting as Instructor or Assistant Instructor are exempt from membership dues. 

ii. Fundraising: All fundraising activities shall be in accordance with the guidelines set by the Sports Clubs Office and the Ohio Union. 

EXPENSES 

i. Food Expenses: Meetings and events will often involve catering/eating at restaurants to sample variety of cuisines. The Club holds the right to pay for certain expenses as deemed appropriate by the Executive Board. 

ii. Social Expenses and Copying Fees: Social expenses and copying fees shall be provided according to the policies of the Ohio Union. 

ARTICLE V. MEETING STRUCTURE

One general meeting of all Club members shall be required per quarter, with the exception of the summer quarter.  Additional general meetings may be called at the discretion of the Executive Board. 

ARTICLE VI. AMENDMENT PROCESS 

Amendment of this Constitution shall require a two-thirds majority within the Executive Board and a two-thirds majority among a quorum of members in good standing, defined as the members in good standing that show up to a meeting pre-announced no less than two weeks previous to a vote, with all reasonable attempts made at informing all members in good standing.  
ARTICLE VII. MEMBER SIGNATURES 

We, the undersigned, attest to the validity of the above information and that we are members in good standing of the World Food and Culture Club at Ohio State.  We further attest that we are current undergraduate or graduate students at The Ohio State University. 
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