Constitution – Uplifting Athletes

ARTICLE 1. NAME

Section 1.

The name of this organization shall be “Uplifting Athletes.”

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

Section 1.

The purpose of the organization shall be:



“Uplifting Athletes is a group of dedicated football student-athletes committed to leveraging the
 power and appeal of college football to build awareness and to raise funds for charities supporting
 medically underserved diseases”

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

· The majority (50% + 1 of the active membership) must be undergraduate students.

· There are typically two categories of membership: Active and Associate.  Only currently employed faculty, staff, and currently registered students are eligible for active membership.
· There must be at least 8 active student members at all times. Only active members may vote, preside, officiate, or solicit funding on the organization’s behalf. 
· The associate members there exists a Board of Directors which manages Uplifting Athletes, Inc., a National Charter.
· The organization may restrict membership but will uphold Clemson’s non-discriminatory clause and will not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, sex, physical handicap, or creed.

· New Membership and Recruitment 

1. Any and all new members will be given full disclosure during recruitment, including but not limited to the disclosure of:

a. New Membership Manual 

b. Schedule of New Member Events and Activities

c. A list of responsibilities 

d. A definition of personal rights and a copy of the University Hazing policy, prescribed by Policies and Rules for Student Organizations.
2. All members, including but not limited to new members and recruits, reserve the right to refrain from participating in any activities without consequence, based upon personal/religious beliefs, personal values, or moral reserve as defined by the member. 

3. Any and all interaction/activity between members and/or new members will be limited to guidelines stated by university policy, as well as local, state, and federal laws. 

· The club reserves the right to expel a member who is not following the policies of the organization with a super majority vote of attending members - quorum is 75% of active members. 

Article III: Officers 
· Only full-time, officially registered active student members shall be eligible to serve as appointed or elected officers in your organization.  Additional eligibility criteria for appointed or elected leaders/officers to include (a) the president must always be a current football student-athlete, (b) the majority of officers must be current football student-athletes, and (c) the treasurer must be a non-student-athlete. 
· All officers, elected or appointed, and their appropriate duties and powers. Since officers form the executive committee, an odd number of officers is recommended. There shall be no shared offices. 

· The procedures that will be followed to fill unexpired vacancies. These include the meeting at which nominations and elections will take place (if applicable), the process by which a candidate will be nominated, etc. 

· The chapter must have an officer responsible for the organizations funds. This officer will be the only active member with access to the bank account, and will most likely be the treasurer. 

Article IV: Meetings 
· Uplifting Athletes will meet on Sundays at 4.. 

· Advanced notice must be given to all members about any special meetings or changes made to meeting times/days. 

Article V: Voting 
· Only active members may vote.

· Quorum constitutes 75% of the members. Different quorums may be used for voting, elections, amendments, and other items.  

· A simple-majority constitutes a majority; likewise if different types of majorities will be required for different voting events, they must be specified. 

Article VI: Finances 
· All organizational funds are to be handled exclusively through an institution provided or approved bank account. 

· The organization shall not collect dues from its members

· The fiscal year of your organization shall commence on October 1st in each calendar year and end on the 30th day of September in the subsequent calendar year.
· Under no circumstances may any officer or member of the organization who is a student-athlete with NCAA eligibility remaining and who is subject to the rules and regulations of the NCAA, receive or handle any monetary or service donations.
· The organization will require the treasurer and faculty advisor to authorize by signature all expenditures and reimbursements. 

· A student-athlete with remaining NCAA eligibility may be reimbursed actual and necessary expenses from the organization in connection with the participation of the student-athlete in activities directly related to the organization.
· There shall be no dollar amount that officers may spend without approval of the executive committee. 
Article VII: Elections 
· The meeting at which nominations and elections will take place will be at the first official meeting of the spring semester. 

· No one involved in conducting the elections may be an official candidate. 

· The procedure for nominations and elections, along with how ties will be handled. 

· New officers begin their terms of office at the start of the end of the spring semester. A transition period is recommended so that the new officers may learn their responsibilities, along with the organization’s business and University regulations. 

Article X: Accessibility of this Constitution 
· A copy of the constitution will be available to anyone upon request. 

Article XI: Advisor 
The advisor must be a full-time faculty or staff member at your institution, and that he/she should be chosen by the organization. 

