Constitution of the Sustainable Construction and Development Club at The Ohio State University
Article l - Name, Purpose, and Non-Discrimination Policy of the Organization. 
Section 1
Name: The Sustainable Construction and Development Club (SCDC), affiliated both locally and nationally with the United States Green Building Council (USGBC).The SCDC is hosted within the College of Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering and centers around the professional development of students majoring in Construction Systems Management. However, all students interested sustainable construction techniques and technologies are welcome to join and utilize the resources of the SCDC.
Section 2
Purpose: The SCDC will give members opportunities to network with industry professionals, expose members to proven and emerging sustainable construction and development technologies and techniques, and provide resources to members who wish to take the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Associate Exam. Further purposes of the group will be as follows:
 
a.
To foster scientific study and research in the field of environmentally sustainable building;

   
b.
To develop and disseminate knowledge in sustainable building research and design;

  
c.
To improve the methods and design of sustainable buildings; and

  
d.
To develop better public understanding and appreciation of the challenges and solutions posed by improved sustainable building practices.


e.
To promote understanding, adoption and use of sustainable building practices across the (college/university) community.
Section 3 
Non-Discrimination Policy: This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status.
Article II - Membership: Qualifications and categories of membership. 

The right to vote is limited to currently enrolled Ohio State students, part time or full time. Student members may retain voting privileges for up to one (1) semester/quarter of de-enrollment from The Ohio State University. Faculty, alumni, professionals, etc. are allowed to be members of the SCDC, but cannot cast votes, nor attempt to sway the outcomes of elections and/or issues in any way. Faculty, alumni, professionals, etc. will be classified as honorary or non-voting associate members based on the following criteria:

Non-voting Associate: The Ohio State University graduates and former members of the SCDC.
Honorary Member: The Ohio State University faculty members.

Article III - Organization Leadership: Titles, terms of office, type of selection, and duties of the leaders. 
President
Term and Selection Process: The SCDC President will serve a single one-year term and is to be elected by a majority vote in the month of May. Votes will be cast via email and will be collected and counted by the outgoing President. The President may not be re-elected to a second term, concurrently or non-concurrently. 

Duties: The SCDC President will host and direct all meetings, as needed. The President will provide general direction for club activities, or solicit input and decide which activities SCDC should engage in. The President will communicate with the SCDC on a monthly basis, electronically or in person.
Vice President
Term and Selection Process: The Vice President will serve a single one-year term congruent with the President’s term. The VP will be selected by the President.

Duties: The SCDC Vice President will assist the President in any duties as needed and will stand in as acting President in any instances in which the President is unavailable. 
Treasurer
Term and Selection Process: The treasurer will serve a single one-year term and is to be elected by majority vote in the month of May. Votes will be cast via email and will be collected and counted by the outgoing President.  Treasurers may not be re-elected to a second term. 

Duties: The SCDC Treasurer will, as required by The Ohio State University Club Rules, prepare all proposals for the request of funds for Club activities. The SCDC Treasurer will also be responsible for coordinating all fundraisers, or any other financial-related activities. 

Article IV - Executive Committee 
The SCDC Executive Committee will consist of the President, Vice President, Treasurer and Advisor. The Executive Committee will be responsible for making all non-voting related activities and decisions for the SCDC, as well as developing budgets, fund proposals, and all financial-related activities.
Article V – Method of Removing Officers and Members. 
Any officer of the SCDC may be removed for conducting himself/herself in a manner that is detrimental to the reputation of the club. The officer can be removed by a two-thirds vote of no less than 75 percent of the membership. The process for removing each member is outlined below:

President
Process: A formal, written request for removal must be submitted to the SCDC’s advisor. The advisor will then meet with the Executive Committee (excluding the President) to decide whether the complaint warrants further investigation. If so, the advisor will meet with the President and present him/her with the request for removal. The President will have a formal opportunity to face his/her accuser directly and dispute all accusations in front of the Executive Committee. If the Executive Committee decides that the issue merits a club-wide vote, one will be held within one week. If the vote passes to remove the President, an interim election will be held to select a new President, who will serve the remainder of the term for which the previous President was elected, and is eligible to be elected to a full term in the future.
Other Officers
 Process: A formal, written request for removal must be submitted to the SCDC’s President. The President will then meet with the Executive Committee (excluding the officer at issue) to decide whether the complaint warrants further investigation. If so, the President will meet with the accused officer and present him/her with the request for removal. The accused officer will have a formal opportunity to face his/her accuser directly and dispute all accusations in front of the Executive Committee. If the Executive Committee decides that the issue merits a club-wide vote, one will be held within one week.

Article VI – Office Departure (Non Removal). 
If an officer resigns or can no longer fulfill the capacity of the office in any way, an interim election will be held to select a new officer. A minimum of 60% of club membership must vote for the election to be valid. The newly elected officer will serve the remainder of the term for which the previous officer was elected and is eligible to be re-elected for a full term in the future.
Article VII – Advisor(s) or Advisory Board: Qualification Criteria. 
Advisors of the SCDC must be members of the University faculty or Administrative & Professional staff. The Advisor should provide general direction for the SCDC and provide logistical support for fundraisers and club-wide activities. The advisor should be able to rely on a network of industry professionals to procure speakers and presentations that coincide with the goals of the SCDC.
Article VII – Meetings of the Organization: Required meetings and their frequency. 
Two general meetings of the membership are required each academic term except for summer. The SCDC President will be responsible for scheduling meetings.
Article IX – Method of Amending Constitution: Proposals, notice, and voting requirements. 
Any proposed amendments to the SCDC Constitution must be presented in writing during a general meeting of the membership. The proposed amendment will be read aloud to all attending members during that meeting and read again to all attending members again in the following meeting. An email will also be sent to all members of the SCDC that includes the proposed amendment and an invitation to vote on the proposed amendment in a future meeting. For the proposed amendment to pass, at least 60 percent of the club membership must cast a vote, and of that, a two-thirds vote in favor of the proposed amendment must be met. Otherwise, the amendment fails. 

Article X – Method of Dissolution of Organization 
The SCDC may be dissolved at any time for the following reasons:

1. Membership drops below 5 students for three (3) consecutive quarters/semesters

2. A suitable advisor cannot be found for the club

3. The club fails to meet the requirements aforementioned in the Constitution.


Should any organization assets and debt exist, the assets shall be sold by any means possible and the proceeds used to pay off any remaining debts. If no debts exist, the proceeds shall be donated to the College of Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering general scholarship fund.  If debts exceed assets, the Executive Committee shall conduct a collection from the general membership, or conduct a fundraiser to raise the funds needed to satisfy the debts. The SCDC should never have more than $100 USD in debt.
By-Laws 
Article 1 – Parliamentary Authority 
The rules contained in Robert’s Rule of Order shall govern the organization in all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the by-laws or constitution of this organization.
Article II- Membership 
Any student enrolled part time or full time at The Ohio State University can become a member of the SCDC. The fees required for membership are $10/quarter or $25 for the year. 

Article III- Election / Appointment of Government Leadership 
To be eligible to be elected as an officer for the SCDC, he or she must be enrolled at least part time at The Ohio State University. He or she shall not be scheduled to graduate during the term of the office. Candidates must announce that he or she is running for office no later than the end of the winter quarter prior to the May election. All other election rules are covered in the preceding amendments of the constitution.
Article VIII - Method of Amending, Adding or Removing By-Laws 
Any member of the SCDC can suggest that bylaws be amended, added or removed through the following procedure. The member must submit a written proposal that will be read during a club meeting. The proposal will then be voted upon during the meeting. If less than one-half (50%) of the member ship is not present during the said meeting, the vote will not be valid. A majority vote of at least 50% of the club membership is required to amend, add or remove bylaws.
