The Constitution of Parkinson’s Disease Awareness
Article l - Name, Purpose, and Non-Discrimination Policy of the Organization. 
Section 1: Name: The name of this organization shall be Parkinson’s Disease Awareness (also referred to as “PDA”).
Section 2: The purpose of this organization will be to raise awareness of Parkinson’s disease and its symptoms and to raise funds for Parkinson's disease research.
Section 3 - Non-Discrimination Policy:  This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. 
Article II - Membership: Qualifications and categories of membership. 
Section 1: There shall be two categories of membership in the PDA: Voting Members and Non-Voting Members.  Voting Members shall be limited to currently enrolled Ohio State students and shall provide their name, mailing address, e-mail address, and telephone number to the Secretary in writing at least annually in order to remain in good standing.  All others may be Non-Voting Members. Voting Members are eligible to hold office and to vote at meetings of the PDA.  Non-Voting Members may attend meetings of the PDA and otherwise participate in its activities, but without voting rights and are not eligible to hold office in the PDA. 
Section 2:  Dues:  The dues, if any, for being a Voting Member in good standing of the PDA shall be determined by the Executive Board. 
Article III - Organization Leadership: Titles, terms of office, type of selection, and duties of the leaders. 
Section 1:  Executive Board and Officers:  The affairs and activities of the PDA shall be managed by an Executive Board, which shall consist of a President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary (the “Officers”).  
Section 2: Election of the Officers:  The Officers shall be elected for an approximate one-year term by and from the Voting Members in the spring quarter/semester of each school year.  If an Officer ceases to be a Voting Member during his or her term, the Officer shall be deemed to have resigned.  Any vacancy among the Officers occurring after the most recent election may be filled for the remainder of the term by a majority vote of the Executive Board still in office. 
Section 3:  Duties of the Officers:  

A. Duties of the President:  The President shall preside over all meetings of the PDA and shall endeavor to conduct the activities of the PDA in a prompt and proper manner. 
B. Duties of the Vice President: The Vice President shall assist the President, shall assume all duties of the President in his or her absence, and in the event of the President’s resignation, removal, or inability to serve, shall assume the office of President. 

C. Duties of the Secretary: The Secretary shall keep minutes for all meetings of the PDA, shall preserve all records of the PDA and, at the expiration of his or her term of office, shall deliver to his or her successor the minute book, papers and other property of the PDA that are in the Secretary’s possession.  The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping a list of the Voting Members of the PDA in good standing. The Secretary shall have the responsibility to file any document on behalf of the PDA required by The Ohio State University for the PDA to remain in good standing, or by state or federal law. The Secretary shall have the responsibility to give and serve all notices to Voting Members of the PDA.
D. Duties of the Treasurer:  The Treasurer shall collect all donations, contributions, dues and other monies received by the PDA.   Checks for contributions made payable to any Parkinson’s disease organization for which the PDA is raising funds shall be forwarded directly to an appropriate representative of that organization.  All other monies received by the PDA shall be deposited by the Treasurer in the PDA's bank account. The Treasurer shall pay bills of the PDA from such account, but only after those bills have been approved by the Executive Board.  The Treasurer shall keep regular and accurate accounts of all donations received by the PDA and forwarded to a Parkinson’s disease organization, and of all other monies received by the PDA and paid out by the Treasurer.  The books of the Treasurer shall at all times be open to the inspection of the Executive Board.

Article IV - Adviser(s) or Advisory Board: Qualification Criteria. 
Section 1:  Faculty Advisor:  The Faculty Advisor will have the role of primary advisor to the Executive Board and specifically the President. The selection of the Faculty Advisor shall be approved by a majority vote of the Executive Board at the annual meeting of the PDA in the spring of each year.  The Faculty Advisor will be the PDA’s primary liaison between the PDA and The Ohio State University and will otherwise provide assistance and guidance to the Executive Board of the PDA.

Article VII – Meetings of the Organization: Required meetings and their frequency. 
Section 1:  General Meetings:  Two general meetings of the PDA will be held each year, one during the fall quarter/semester and one during the spring quarter/semester.  The election of the Officers shall take place during the general meeting held in the spring, which shall be considered the annual meeting of the PDA.  The date of each meeting shall be determined by the Executive Board.
Section 2:  Special Meetings:  Special meetings may be convened by the President, by a majority of the Officers or by the written request of at least ten Voting Members.

Section 3:  Notice of Meetings:  Notice of the meeting should be sent to all known Voting Members at least one week in advance. Voting Members in attendance at a General Meeting may waive the notice requirement.  
Section 4: Action by Majority Vote:  Except as set forth below with respect to amendments to this Constitution and dissolution of the PDA, all proposals for action submitted to the Voting Members, including the election of Officers, shall be decided by a simple majority vote of the Voting Members present at the meeting.  In the case of a tie, the President shall have a second, tie-breaking vote. 

Section 5:  Quorum:  A majority of the Voting Members present in person at a meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business by the membership. 
Section 6: Rules for Meetings: The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the PDA in all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Constitution of this organization.  

Article VIII – Method of Adopting and Amending Constitution: Proposals, notice, and voting requirements. 
Section 1:  This Constitution must be approved by a majority vote of the Voting Members present at the first General Meeting or a Special Meeting of the PDA duly called and held to consider the adoption of this Constitution.  Any amendment to this Constitution first must be approved by a majority of the Executive Board, after which it must be presented in writing to the Voting Members for ratification.  Any amendment to this Constitution shall be sent to all Voting Members at least one month prior to the General Meeting or a Special Meeting duly called and held to consider the amendment.  No amendment shall be effective until it is ratified by a two-thirds majority vote of all of the Voting Members of the PDA in good standing. 
Article IX – Method of Dissolution of Organization 
Section 1:  The PDA may be dissolved by a two-thirds majority vote of all of the Voting Members of the PDA.  A proposal for dissolution of the PDA first must be approved by a majority of the Executive Board, after which it must be presented in writing to the Voting Members for ratification.  Any such proposal for dissolution shall be sent to all Voting Members at least one month prior to the General Meeting or a Special Meeting duly called and held to consider the proposal.   On dissolution, any monies remaining after payment of all debts of the PDA shall be donated to a non-profit organization organized under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of the United States which is established for the purpose of raising funds for Parkinson’s disease research. 
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