Constitution of Architecture Student Council

Article I – Name, Purpose, and Non-discriminatory Policy of the Organization

Section 1- Name:  Architecture Student Council at The Ohio State University

Section 2 – Purpose:  The Architecture Student Council acts as a link between students, faculty, and administration, thus serving as an intermediary council between all members of the Knowlton School of Architecture.  The ASC strives to create unity throughout the student body on both graduate and undergraduate levels.  The organization also allows students to have an active voice in administrative decision making processes.   

Section 3 – Non-Discrimination Policy:  This organization and its members shall not discriminate against any individual(s) for reasons of age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or veteran status. 

Article II – Membership: Qualifications and categories of membership.

Members shall be elected into the council through an annual voting process.  All students currently enrolled in the Knowlton School of Architecture at The Ohio State University are encouraged to apply.  
One student is elected from each academic level within KSA.  Each member is elected by the students within their own class.  Each applicant must present a short speech to the members of their class with their ideas and plans for the upcoming year. 
In the event that a representative cannot finish his/her duty because
of study abroad and/or other academic and personal reasons, a second
representative will be elected to finish their term. If the student in question held an executive position, ASC election procedures between the remaining representatives will determine who will fill the spot."
Article III – Organization Leadership: Titles, terms of office, type of selection, and duties of the leaders.
President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer Positions are appointed by the council through a voting process.  However, the organization is lead as a whole so that the equality of all academic classes may be preserved.  All executive positions are held for one-year terms.  Executive position duties are as follows:

President:  In charge of all meetings, including the agenda; also in charge of finalizing the schedule for meetings throughout the year.
Vice President:  Assist the President in carrying out the duties of their office. 

Secretary:  Handles publicity for the council concerning meetings and other events. The secretary is also responsible for taking minutes at each meeting and posting them for students to view. 
Treasurer:  Handles the council’s finances; responsible for funding.
Article IV – Advisor(s) or Advisory Board:  Qualification Criteria
Advisors must be full-time members of the University faculty or Administrative & Professional staff.  Advisors oversee the growth and development of the organization; they also must be in attendance at meetings once a month. 
Article V – Meetings of the Organization:  Required meetings and their frequency.
The Architecture Student Council should meet biweekly to discuss progress and issues within each academic level.  Each representative is expected to be in attendance.  Paper meetings will be issued if necessary during strenuous academic times. 
Article VI – Method of Amending Constitution:  Proposals, notice, and voting requirements.
Proposed amendments should be in writing, should not be acted upon but read in the general meeting in which they are proposed, should be read again at a specified number of subsequent general meetings and the general meeting in which the votes will be taken, and should either require a two-third or three-quarter majority of voting members (a quorum being present) or a majority or two-thirds of the entire voting membership of the organization, present or not.  The constitution should not be amended easily or frequently.

Article VII – Method of Dissolution of Organization
Organization assets and debt will be handled at the discretion of the Head of the School of Architecture.

Architecture Student Council By-Laws

Article I – Parliamentary Authority
The rules contained in Robert’s Rule of Order shall govern the organization in all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are non inconsistent with the by-laws of this organization. 

Article II – Membership

Representatives are elected annually through a voting process held within each academic level at Knowlton School of Architecture.  Students must complete an application in order to be put on the ballot.  Only students accepted and enrolled into the Knowlton School of Architecture may apply and vote.  Each class will hold a meeting and hear short speeches from each of the candidates.  One representative will be voted into the council from each grade level (both graduate and undergraduate levels).  Termination of membership will occur if the representative has failed in his/her duties (i.e. meeting attendance, poor communication, etc.)
Article III – Election/Appointment of Government Leadership
The four executive positions will be appointed through a vote during the first few meetings.  Preferably by the third meeting the government should be established and positions should be assigned. 

Article IV – Advisor/Advisory Board Responsibilities 
The advisor must be available and willing to oversee and contribute to the organization as a whole.  He/she must be in attendance at meetings once a month and must also be a second signer on checks, etc. 
Article V – Meeting Requirements
Two-thirds of the council must be present in order to vote on decisions.  

Article VI – Method of Amending By-Laws
By-laws may be amended by proposing in writing and reading the change at a general meeting of the membership and then bring the proposed change up for a vote at the next general meeting with a 2/3 majority vote of the membership present (a quorum being present).
